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HGUYEN CHL THAWH ARTICLE ON REVISICKISM

Hanol VIA Domestic Service in Vietnsmese €255

(Article bz.,r Nouwyen Chi Thanh pubiished in ‘the TUYEN HUAN magazine,
lssue, entitled; "Some Tdeas About the Relstions Between Individualds
end Modern Revisionism.™)

(Text) In the past, our struggle Tor peace, inderendence, democracy, and
socialism scored great schievements. But while Joylully greeting these
achievements, esch one of us is still vorried and is nob wet completely
satisfied, The resson for this ls that in terms ¢f the balsnce of puwer
/ between ourselves snd cur enemies “hroughout the world, we might be able
P to ter achlevements were it ngh for the regretiable obsiruction
v Qggiggg%%g%gguts in the path of the revolution. Because of revisioniso,

o) ; vements have been restricted,

.

We have long been obsessed by this fact. Zoeh one of us asks the su~-

question: What must be done to acnleve more for prace, independence,

democracy, srd socialism, and how should it ve done? This question coes

not come to our minds without' resson. It reflects an objective fact:

“here’ occurs in the political 1ife of the interrationsl corzmunist move-

mentv an acute struggle between the two Zines--the Marxist-Leninist line /

and the medern revisionist line. Politicslly, every one of us can choose k
@@e of the two: elther Marxism-Lenihism or revisionism., =777 |
T —
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loyal to Marxism-Ieninism and proletarien internationalism, in the past

our party correctly followed Marxdist~Leninlsm. Recen T h party
cefitral Committee “onTerence once agaln asserited the major, important
problems of The world situgtion aud the TaternacLongt Tacks, Of OUT Ratly .
(ThE Toiath perty Central Committee conference Tesolution?) is & sherp
dialectical aud jdeological weapon end an exhortation for us to develop
and maintain the party's political line and the strategies end tactics

of the international commuaist hevement.

e

To spirit, the ninth resolution emohasizes the need 1o hold firm. to the
aims Of oppasing Imperigllst and suc i i _resolution
(few words indistinct) the earnest desire for strength end the solidarlty

in the iunternational communi st movement. It also asserts that the

important re mhing over imperiglism end YT qrtelc SRR et
the o A the {pternetional communist movement de_Lo
to Oppose revislonlsm because 'm@ﬂm- ggainst

inmeri d the proletarian Tevolution throughout_the wofld, end Tecause
on and parcisenstld

+

revieionisn is the cause of the existence of disseunsi
within the internaticual ccmiatmmundmiummmﬂ

peace, indepeundence, democIracy, apd sociglism.
ty of Marxism—Leg}pism

mhe struggle agaiust revigionism toﬁp;gﬁggﬁ_&bg_pgzi

is aiggﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬂiE_EEEMQJﬂiLDﬁ&ﬂeen“pIQletaIian.ideology-andﬂbourgeoiS——

ideclogy. It is a reflection of the class struggle to setile the problen

of Twho will win over wbon' in the world. As the 1957 Noscow statement

pointedc cut, the existence of bourgeois influence ig the internal cause

of revisionisnm, while capitulation to imperielist pressure is its

external cause. Tois " naracter" nas given birth to a political line |

called rightist opportunism. This political line consists of comprerd 5103 §

with imperialists and other reactionaires, denying the class struggle and E
I
i
!

proletarian dictatorghip, aund steying avay from Marxist-Leninist
principles. On the basis of this political.line, an opportunistic
organizational 1line was created. The characteristlcs of this line are
dissension, partisanship, organizational class compromise, and nikilisd.

This ideological system is a "gold thread" that bores through revisionism
le against

J

[}

from top to bottcm and in all domains. Therefore, the siTUEZ E
‘revisinmism is a comprehensive, dialectical, jdeological, and political i
stmegle, of which the struggle agalunst individualism is an important ,
jdeological part. ;
The basic difference petween revisionist dialectics and Marxist-Leninist !
digtestics is th revisionism denies the clas i !

struggle, and the QEE}EEEEEEE,___L-ﬂ—————J
penetrating a corfain portion of the masses, THe lacter will LO&E ety

understandlng of “ne struggle end, taer=iore, +ITT Tenounce thcir CSIASS
auties. Once they are TarTuenced by Tevisionism_and therefore, lose
p——— -— r . ) ] T e W
their_sense of political direction eng AL THLdre ARSTERa T

revolutionary vigilance Wi LL decling

= bl
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Let us raise thic dgue tion: That pu_lo orhy of life 1s adcpled by a
revolutionary whe hes had his soirit of struggle dempened and has lost
his struggls direction? KHe will strive for individual carvpiness, that is,

the individual heppincss of bourp 015 1nGT i a.iem; And fc 13 WLlring

to geh—tt=t Iy Dl -tes Lt ool IIUTi-UlJ.‘—\-——Lr;::—:-..JtN vz eoum eat s e 1s 5 RS RED NN
happtess™TH Igoor for . production and in the great revolution of the masses.
Therefore, he will adopt a way of life based on bourgeois morality. Since
everyone already knows sbout the bourgeois wey of life their is no n€ed

to deal VITH IT g Tlenath, :

At present revisionism not only crcates a kind of indivicualism +nich
influences the work habits and attitudes of the masses:  Rether, what
is_most dangerous is that this kind of individualism has tome "Marxis
tink suitable for the taste of boureiois angd peifv bourEEP:s nsyznology,
which gtill exigt S in the interpaiionsl communisc Faken S rer T
sefxg—ihﬁ~291’ icel linc of revisionism. This nrovlem is raised bocouse
eVl s created undrr. cireumstancss in the world folloying
torld g II, bheecmiven riman‘y’ greaty—difsicult . and complax
d@ﬂﬁiﬁgt:%b ich have not Teen serticd, The forees of the soeislist camp
are superior to the imperialist forces., In the face of tﬁlJ nalegnes o
pover, is Lhere need to continue attacking imperialism or i: It nTCIlEally,
rather, to

itq neans of wer., It is plott;ﬂg to brirg hcrr“ole disa

,t"—'

lor is manﬂlnd gCing tTo fzce the end of the orid?

Socialist countriecs are in a rosition to enjoy national haprinces end
ir3IvIcual haopincss. Dut VAAL are THeir Qucies wien tne werli revoli~_
tion is not yet succecsorul?  Gen they lastingly and stead? 1y, waile
irpsrialism still exietd, insure the fruits of the revoiution in cach
country vhere the revoLution has taken POwETr? REVITIOHITH f@s answelel .

thqu,gu~st;9ns__n;§ COLpIEtELly nEgative Lonnel. EECause it is negativo,
nauvinis

™

¢£f§5§é§iquoriﬁgggﬂaa_::volut1onary strategics gave pirth to
ard netional seliishrEss: whicl WErET NEITOZARIF TOLIOUCT LY Tndividralism,

It is easy to vnderstand—that when_a negative political line penetretes
e & r a L

a person, it will create in him a negative psychology. 4And individualisnm

is' revived due to this negative psychology.

By its nature, revisionism rejects collectivism and is striving to shagpe.
a kind of indivdualism wnicH Will Gave & doCtring, = 1IN order to
serve—+t¥ Political line (few words indistinct) is to prepare a fertile
ground in which it can germinate and grow. Preparing this g*oub,

cvisionism does nob use simple and (word indistinct) for.=:to stimulate
individualism; rather it uses éelicate, complex forms, sucit as genswral
human character, abstrect freedom, equality, fraternity, general peace
end friendship, general friendshin between men, gencral mutual understeniing
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and confidence, general, comprehensive, and complete disarmament, and

co forth. (Several words indistinct) the clear reflection of individualism
in revisiodism is that 21l motters in the world can be compietely settled
by a few great comtries and that in cach country only on< person LS

neeced Lo settle all problems eatisfactorily. :

Therefore, we can understand that this kind of individualisz is fathered
by revisicnism and that sndividualissd of any Styit can Pecome—en
inevitabte—ﬁIi7’6T_f€VT§IBET§§:1§:L§§EJEQE§s-1nd15t1n¢t) and Iatks
vigilance. Revisionism is striving to lock for {deological allies in
order to advance toward the formation of organizational allies. This
fact is not mysterious or incomprehensible at all, becaust it is a 1av
of sction of revisionism, old and neva -

We ‘gve now building social ism North Vietnam end are struggling to triumph
completely over imperialism and other reactionary doctrines and achieve
complete success for socialism, Theoretically and'practically, we can
assert that in the last analysis, ipdivigualism is the corpanion of
capitalism, while collectivism ig the companicn of socialisn, because
individuszlism is derendent on the bourgeois igeclogicsl systen and collec=—
tivism influences our ninds and actions, it will benefit sociglisne.

Qur peoplels democratic dietatorship is carrying out the historic tzsk

of proletarian dictatorship. Proletarian dictatorship mesns continuance

of the struggle (scveral worcs indistinet). Falluls to strug3le resslutely
against the egemigs willmaxs I% irmoasible for us %O maintail Lhe
frEIzﬁfﬁiﬁiﬁg:i;!ﬁl&iioﬁfa—Failure o carry out an internal struggle will
preévent the revolution Irox developing. Therefore, for the time being, W€

mest not relst cur vigilance sgainst the epemies. At the saze time,

we must settle satisfactorily the contradictions within toe party and among
our cadres--contradictions between individualism end coliectivism. These
contradictions =re not created by anrone, nor céo they fgll from heavens.
They represint an objective reality reflecting rhe struggle petween the

two lines in North Vietnam, where we arc now livinge.

The existence of individualism among us has Deen caused by the past regimes
end by small, individual procuction (few words snaigtinet). Its ordinary,
principal manifestations are concern for personal interests; €agerness

to hold high position and achieve lame, 1ank of g sense of organiZation
and discipline, liberal thoughts, faiiuiz to adopt ~lass character and
varty character, tepdency to seel personal happiness and trenguility,

and so forta.
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All these manifesteiions are as extremely incompatible with socialisnm

as water is with fire. In other words, in the face of the direct demands
for building socialism and for struggling for national unification,
individualism is an obstacle to the progress of socialism. In a certain
place, at a certain moment with and without vigilance, it even sabctages
each phase of socielist construction. Here are some examples:

A comrade director of a cooperative, prompted by.his concern for personal
interests and desiring to plant secondary crcps of his own in order to

consume them or sell them on the free market for profits, approves the
rroposal of a number of other backward cooperative merbers for distribut-

ing larnd among them for individual cultivation. The result will be that \\
the economy of the cooperative will slump end the cooperative itself Y
will disintegrate as a result of the withdrawal of members from it. A B
writer eager for individual freedom disregards (few words indistinet). \
Te writes whatever he pleases. The result will be that his works will

spoil the minds of his readers. A worker who does not ccmbly with lzbor i
discipline will cause the engines of the state to be seriously daraged. i
A cadre who alwuys considers pros and cons concerning positicn and lame

will 1lose solidarity with others. His work will therefcre Dde affzcied,
wasting time ard wealth. But he is not sorxy for this lecss, contending

that time and wealth belong to "heaven and earth and anybcdy clse, " and

not to him! A revolutionary ccubatant used to peace and security will

nct be able to fulfill his tasks when faced with difficilties and

nardships in fighting.

76 not these manifestaticns harm the revoluticn? They are simply con-
sequenccs of the individualism which we must overcome. But &s mdern
revisionism is doing hara (several words indistinct). We must rey greaver
attention to overcoming it. Otherwise, it will be a base from which
modern revisionism can infiltrade end harm (several werds indistinet).
These menifestations will prompt cadres to be. exbarassed in carrying

out the revolutionary line, o be negative in their struggle, ard to have
the tendency to demand that the party's policies in all problems be
revised. For example, a comrade, because of his desire to live a
luxurious life, thinks that life is replete cnly with difficulties.

He does not see the progress, a fact which may prompt him o demand the
revision of our party's industrialization and sgricultural
cooperativization lines. Some comrades, because of their desire to seex
peace and securit yand of their weak compai spirlt, may (approve?)

the viewpoints on war and peace of modern revisionism., However, it is mot
necessarily true that all persons enterteining individualistic thoughis
have revisionist thoughts or are not be determined to ovpose revisicnisn.
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Therefore, the aim of our spnosivion to individualism is not-snly—to-
build ecollectivism in order To fulfill our revolutionary socialist ta

in Noxrth Vietmam-and-struggle £3r ndtisnal unification,. but also to "
countetr modern revisionism in sroer to protect the purity of Marxism-
Lenindism;, The realities of our *dedlogical work in the struggle hetueen™”
collectivism and individualism in aur par;y in the past pemit us to draw

the following conclusicns:

l--Collectivism is one of the important Tactors in helping us seore
great achievements in our socialist reforms end construction in osur
struggle for national unification.

2--The struggle between collectivisn and individuaiism is one of the
important factors in the advance o7 our soseialist revolution,

3--The struggle between collectivism and individualism is an important
vart oI the struggle bvétveen the proletarian idediogy and the nanprﬁI‘Tarlan
1de5Ibgy.' In places where collectivism gets the better of individualism,
tasks are satisfactorily carried out; in place: where individualism gets

the tetler of czllectivien, tasks are nzt satisfactorily carzied out end
there are misappropriations, waste, and a tendency tc care for personal
interests. 1In places where people dare *2 reveal contradictions and ars
resdlute in their struggle, collectivism preveils; in places where people
conceal contradictions and lack the spirit of struggle, individualism
prevails ¢r (few words indistinct).

u--Generally speaking, at present amzng ocur cadres, the direct striggle
to choose this or that regime and this or that path often and Fasically
rails To give rise o problems Zor discussion except Tor one problem t2

uhlch great atteqt¢ﬁn muot be paid in order 17 overcome. it--individualism,

5--Trained in the realities of st ‘r“¢e and continually educated by the
rarty, wehave pracually overcome ind:ividualism, >Continually eduzated
by the paffy and given a361allst pr"du“tijﬁ“ﬁet13do as support, we posSsess
at nrecant nore favoraple onbinwihg-tdae.strygzle to _over

_nesentfpgéggzul circur

N

Complexities. Trerefore, the struggle betieen
031165f1"15ﬂ and individualism is a rather protracted and complex struggle.
(Several words indistinct) vigilant against a kind of individualism
temporarily calied "political ;na¢V¢duallsm,’ vhich is a kind of opportunism
because it can collaborate with revisionism and other kinds of cpportunism.

Therefore, the strupggle against individuslism is a class struggle
Involving Torms and conscicusness and is er important content of our
present icedloglical TeTSIUTION, THE StITEHLle againss individualism
aims st &cnieving success for collectivisnm and szcialism and, at the
sare time, at achieving success for the strupggle against revisionism
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through curative and preventive methods in order to protect the purity
of Marxism-Leninism. This is like killing two birds with one sucne.
This, we think, is the significence and character of our present struggle
against individualisnm,

In our ideslzgical work we must develop collectivism and wage an offensive
on the individualism still existing among our cadres. Because individvalism
is one of the causes of the rightist tendency, it is (a factor?) that
weakens our combat carabilities and our creativeness in carrying out cur
revolutionary tasks in ouxr country end in the world, Our experiences in
struggling to overcome individualism indicate that we must examine and
settle this provlem erfectively, lastingly, and comprehensively. Ve nust
carry out the following practical tasks: B ‘

1--Ve must study Marxist-Leninist dialectics. Particularly, we must
hold firm to the doctrine of class struggls, proletarian revslution,

and proletarian dictatorship, thereby making it possible for us to
improve osur class standpoints and viewpsints, This is a basic task
because whether our thoughts are gosd or bad is influenced by this task,
just as the nature of our thoughts influennes the way we do tne task,
This is alsd basic for the political line of our party and for the
strategies and tactics of the intermatisnal communist movement which

we are implermenting,

2--Ve must irprove sur communist philosophy of 1ife in order U5 have

a noble combet level. This ideal will be a "magic brosm" wita which

to sweep avay all our vile, mean, and individualistic thoughts anc

acts., This ideal will forge a revolutionary hercism in us so that vwe

will dare to engage in fighting to defeat the ensmies with an indionitable
spirit and dare to participate in labor praduction with extrene entiusiasn
in order to triumph over nature and step up thie increase in (ilabox?) output.
3--We must build for surselves a way of life full of pure, ilvely, and
healthy socialist moralist morality; ve must carry out the slogan "sne

for all;" and ve must hate the debauched way of life of the bourgesis cless.

L.Vl must improve seriously our sense of organization and discipline
ard ve must oppose anarchism. This is a revolutionary dewand of any
revolution, especially a socialist revolution,

5--We must train surselves in order to adopt simple manners and attituaes--
that is, to live close to the masses in accordance with the spirit of
sharing all hardships with the masses, e must oppose tad practices,

such as bureaucracy, contempt £or the wasses, hanghtincss, and so [orth,



13 May 196k JIT 12 WOWTH VIRTITM

Tndividualism is doing us haxm. On the other hard, collectivism has

LS L

won successes and will schieve 51111l grezter success In the stimpgle nov

talcing place ia our payrty. lodera ~oyisionism f3 playing @ "double

Py

game" against the interratiopsl communist mevement throush several mesocds

One very wicked and curning method is the propagation and stimuiation
of bourceois and peity bourgeois individualism in order to be able <o
"eich in Lroubled water." Revisionism is like & cloud cluster that
temporarily covers some COTHCIrs of the heaven of the world revolution.
In conbrast, Merxism-Leninism 1s like c£pring sunrays that will dispel
this dark cloud cluster so.that tomorrow the sky will glow again..



