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The Vietnam Combat Database
Example of an original contact report Example of a database record







The ‘big battles’ (or ‘landmark’ battles)

• Battle of Long Tan: 18 Aug 66
• Operation Bribie: 17 Feb 67
• Battles of Tet ‘68: Baria, Long Dien
• Battles of FSB Coral
• Battles of FSB Balmoral
• Battle of Binh Ba: 6-7 June 69
• Battle of Nui Le: 21 Sep 71



Characteristics of the ‘big battles’
•All are initiated by the People’s Army
• Light infantry versus ‘Combined Arms Team’
• Large People’s Army casualties
• Strong tendency to ‘stay and fight’ 
• Few in number
• Strong tendency towards ‘luring the tiger from 
the jungle’
• Planned over a long period
• Strong tendency towards achieving surprise
• All seek a political as well as military result



1 ATF –
NUI DAT

Baria
Tet ‘68

Long Dien
Tet ‘68

Nui Le 
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Binh Ba
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Long Tan 
18 Aug ‘66

Op Bribie
17 Feb ‘67



Characteristics of the ‘little battles’ (contacts)
• Overwhelmingly initiated by 1ATF
• Short range and short duration
• Overwhelmingly light infantry against light infantry
• Small numbers of troops involved
• Overwhelmingly the PAVN prefer to avoid these 
battles and they seek to break contact
• Two-thirds are ambushes or patrol encounters
• Either neutral or negative political value to the 
enemy
• Very large numbers of contacts (approx 3900)







U.S. forces and 1ATF compared

Type of contact Frequency

U.S. Army % 1ATF %

Ambush (by enemy) 23.3 2
Ambush (of enemy) 8.7 34
Attack on enemy 
position 17.9 8
Defence of position 30.4 20
‘Hot’ landing zone 12.5 insignificant
Patrol Encounter 7.1 36





Weapon type Combat task

Patrol 
encounter

Ambush (of 
enemy)

Bunker 
system 
attack

Security or 
defence of 
position

7.62mm GPMG M60 619 495 1310 761

5.56mm M16 232 319 679 307

7.62mm SLR 187 222 517 174

1ATF average shots per casualty 
by combat task and weapon type



Ambushes
• 2% of 1ATF contacts were enemy ambushes 

of 1ATF
• 34% were 1ATF ambushes of the enemy
• 79% of 1ATF ambushes were against 6 

enemy or less
• 50% were at 10 m range or less
• 1ATF infantry loss ratio = 1:10
• Enemy loss ration = 1:2.7
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Results of the ambush battle

• Exploited enemy vulnerabilities –
Requirement to resupply from villages
Requirement to communicate between base areas

• Reduced ability to resupply and eventually forced large 
enemy units out of the Province

• Helped to ‘paralyse’ enemy forces and keep them off 
balance

• This led to reduced ability to interfere with pacification and 
social, political and economic development in the villages.



Where to from here?

• Add non-combat data to the database
• Add non-1ATF data to the database
• Analyse 1ATF combat and non-combat 

activity in the context of the whole struggle 
in Phuoc Tuy Province

• Add a Wiki component
• Put everything on the web
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