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A MAJOR BATTLE

Both sides - Americans and North Viethamese
Communists - regard LZ X-ray as their respective first

major battle
- US 15t Air Cavalry Division with 1st, 2" and 3™ Brigades

- NVA B3 Front with 32"d, 33" and 66" Regiments

LZ X-ray battle has been popularized by
- Gen. Hal Moore: We Were Soldiers Once ... And Young

- Mel Gibson: We Were Soldiers
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= Google search “la Drang Valley Battle” turns out About 54,800 results (0.12 seconds)

= Still -in overall - an incomplete account because missing, among others, 7 significant points



1. RIGHT NAME FOR THE BATTLE

Not la Drang Valley battle
But Chu Pong Massif battle



|A DRANG BATTLES MAP




TRILOGY OF BATTLES

Pleime
ARVN 3 Armored TF

- Operation Dan Thang 21 (VN)

= Operation Ingram (US)
- Operation Long Reach (US)

= Operation All the Way (US)

= Operation Silver Bayonet | (US)
- Operation Than Phong 7 (VN)

= Operation Silver Bayonet Il (US)

- Chu Pong

- US 1/7% Air Cav

- la Drang
- ARVN Airborne Brigade

Chronology of Battles
Pleime Chu Pong ladrang
| | | | |
10/19 10/26 11/14 1% 1% 11/26
| | LZX-Ray | |
| | LZ Albany | |
10/20 --—-- 10/26 | |
10/23---- 10/27 | |
10/27 i1y 187 |
10/27 --11/09 | |
11/09 - 11/17 |
|11/18-------—-—— il /2)5)



2. NOT A FIRST STRIKE IN CHU PONG

Nov 14, 1965: 1/7% Air Cav Bn
Nov 03, 1965: Cavalry Squadron

The confidence of the newly-infiltrated 66th Regiment was
badly shaken by the audacious ambush sprung by the
Cavalry Squadron, in the very heart of the Chu Pong-la
Drang complex. The 8th battalion had gotten itself bloodied
before it had been in country for two days and, by losing a
prisoner, tipped off its presence in South Vietham.
(Kinnard, Pleiku Campaign)



3. PRECISE KNOWLEDGE OF VC UNIT POSISTIONS

Myth:
US had /ittle intelligence and did not know how many enemy. (comment from a person

after watching a video on the la Drang battle)

The sketchy American intelligence Moore was provided said the area was
home base for possibly a regiment of the enemy. (oseph Galloway, Oct 18,2010)

After arriving in Vietnam, he learns that an American base has been
attacked, and is ordered to take his 400 men after the enemy and eliminate
them, despite the fact that /ntelligence has no idea of the number of enemy

troops. (wikipedia on the movie We Were Soldiers...)
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3. PRECISE KNOWLEDGE OF VC UNITS (conminuen)

Fact:

The disposition of the 661" on 11" Novemberhad its
three battalions, the 71, 8" and 9%, strung along the
north bank of the la Drang (center of mass Vic 9104).

The 33d Regiment still maintained its positions vicinity
ANTA Village (YA940010.

The 32d Regiment was still north of the la Drang
(YAS20070)

(Kinnard, Pleiku Campaign - Intelligence logbook 11/11/1965)



4, PREEMPTIVE ATTACK

Intelligence report: B3 Front HQ decided to launch a
second attack on Pleime camp on Nov 16 with full
strength (32nd, 33rd and 66th Regiments with the
support of one battalion of 120 mm mortars and one
battalion of 14.5 mm anti-aircraft.)

Preemptive attack on Nov 14 when enemy was at his
weakest point with the 120 mm mortars and 14.5 mm
anti-aircraft battalions still 2 day away on HCM trail.



9. GROUND PREPARATORY PHASE

Nov 9: 3" Air Cav Brigade replaced 15t Air Cav
Brigade

Nov 10: Operational direction switched from
westward to eastward - away Chu Pong toward
Pleime - as diversionary tactic



6. OPERATIONAL CONCEPT

Blocking position at the south at LZ X-Ray (Nov
14-16)

Systematic B-b2 air strike up north (Nov 15-16)
and at LZ X-Ray (Nov 17)



15t Proof:




7. CONTROL OF THE BATTLE: ARVN Il CORPS (conminuen)

29 Proof: . Why Pleime, Chapter IX - Reference Documents: 32.

Headquarters 1/7 Cavalry Battalion, Combat After Action Report, la Drang
Valley Operation, 14-16 Nov 65.

Plagiarism of Il Corps after action report
- www.generalhieu.com/lzxray moore hieu-2.htm
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7. CONTROL OF THE BATTLE: ARVN Il CORPS (coninuep)

Control of the entire Pleime Campaign

Initiative on Oct 26 meeting at || Corps HQ: US 15t Air Cav Div as main force and ARVN
Airborne Brigade as reserve force

Combined Operational Concept :

- joint intelligence and support activities and commonly-shared concept of
operations and results;

- separate TAOR, command, deployment of forces, conduct of activities, reserve.

Timing of troop maneuvers (due to holding precise and solid intelligence):
- Oct 27: All The Way (15t Air Cav Bde)

- Nov 09: Silver Bayonet | (3™ Air Cav Bde)

- Nov 14: blocking position at LZ X-Ray (1/7™ Air Cav Bn)
- Nov 15: B52 air strike up North
-Nov 17: B52 air strike at LZ X-Ray

- Nov 18: Than Phong 7 (Airborne Bde) and Silver Bayonet Il (29 Air Cav Bde)



FIRST HAND DOCUMENTS

Why Pleime (April 1966, Il Corps)
Pleiku Campaign (March 1966, Gen Kinnard)

1/7 Air Cav After Action Report (December 1965, Col
Hal Moore)

G3 Journal (October-November 1965)/US First Field
Force Vietham

in
www.generalhieu.com
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CONCLUSION

In summary, military historians failed
- (1) to call the battle by its right name
- (2) to emphasize the first strike in Chu Pong massif
to recognize the precise knowledge of VC unit positions
to notice the preemptive nature of the strike
to see the ground preparatory phase
to comprehend the operational concept
- (7) to discern who was in control of the battle
End result:
- distorted account
- detrimental to ARVN command (incompetent) and combatants (inefficient)

-(3)
-(4)
-(9)
-(6)

What Historians Failed to Tell About the Battle at LZ X-Ray
http://www.generalhieu.com/Izxray_battle-2.htm
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