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Test:'tmony of CW Robert L. Hauck, 
-05331232, 1Ieadqua.rtcrs Company, 

' Assis tan t  S1, Cent-,er Troop CormxmcT,. 
Uiiited S ta t e s  Army Infant ry  Center,. 
For t  Benn:iiig, Georgia., taken a,t 

-. . .. Office of Inspector  Genei?al., F o r t  
Bennlng, Georgi.a, a t  lk.00 t o  1515 
hours on 1 2  May 1369, by Colojnel 
I . l i l l ian V .  Wilson, IG. 

Q.. I ain from The Inspector  General 's  Office, 'Depart;-. 
melit of t h e  Army, Invcs t lga t ions  Division. I ain on a casc 
about an inc ident  thc?t happened over i n  Vietnam which I will 
give you a rundown on. For you.?? information t h i s  i nves t l -  
ga t ion  concerns the  a l leged  des t ruc t ion  of a v5:ll.age i n  
South Vietnam nic!.cj?a.med Pin!cville v!hich was approxlmatelF 
%ive or  s i x  miles north of Quang Ngai C i t y  a.t coordinates 
728735. The inc ident  a l legedly  occu.rl;ed i n  March 1.968 
during the  time Co C, 1/20bh In f ,  Task Force Barker', con- 

'-aLic'ted sear-cch-.axd' -&estroy opera t ions  on t h e  Bat.angan Penin- 
s u l a .  The inves t iga t ion  i s  of f ic ia l .  and i s  being made a t  
t h e  d i r ec t ion  of the Chief of S t a f f  o f the  Army. The inves- 
t i g a t i o n  i s  pr iv i leged  i n  the sense t h a t  ' t h e  repor t  w i l l .  b e  
made t o  the  Chief of S t a f f .  The subs tmce  8hcreof should 
not be discussed w i t h  o thers .  It, will cam$ a CONFIDENTIAL 
c la , ss i f%cat ion .  The purpose of t h e  inves t iga t ion  i s  t o  .: ~. 
determine the  f a c t s  concerning t h e  inc idents  at Piii!cville. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  put you under oath please.  
ra i se '  your right hand. 

Please s tand and 

(The witness was . sworn. 1 

. .. 

. . .  . .  .. . -~ -- . . ... .- . .~ . .~ . 

Please s t a t e  y o u r ' f u l l  name, grad'e and serial 
number. 

A. Robert L. Hauck, Captain, 05331292. 

Q. . Organization? 
'- 'Current organizat ion i s  Headquarters Company, 

Center Troop Command, For t  Benning, Georgia.  

Q. 
A. For t  Benning, Georgla, Assista.nt S1,f'or Center 

Q. b/hat was your duty'assignment - in  March 1968 a t  ' 

Sta t ion  and present  duty assignment? 

Troop Command. 

-w 
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~~es timony of CPT Robert L. Hauck, 
-05331292, Headquarters Company, 
Assistant Sl, Center '1.'l:'OOp Command, 
Uni ted States Army Infantry Center" 
Fort Benning, Georgia, taken at 
Office of Inspector General, Fort 
Benning, Georgla, at 11.:·00 to 1515 . ,-
hours on 12 Hay 1909, by Colonel 
\'lill:tam V. HHson, IG. 

Q. I am from The Im3pector Genera:!.' s Office, ·Depart; .. 
ment of the Army, InvcstIgat:tons DivIs:lon. I am on a case 
about an incIdent that happened over in Vietnam which I will 
give you a rundown on. For your :i.nformat:i.on this invest:i.­
gation concerns the alleged destruction of a village :i.n 
South Vietne.m nic)mamed Pinlcv:tllc which was approx:lmutely 
tive or six m:tles north of Quang Ngai City at c:oorc1:i.natcs 
728795. '1.'he j_ncident allegedly occurred in Flarch 1968 . 
during the time Co C,1/20th Inf, Task Force Barkcr, con-

-'-aU-cted se-ar-ch-·and-destroyoperatlons on the Batangan Pen:i.n­
sula. The investIgation is official and is being made at 
the directIon of the Chief of Staff of the Army. The inves-­
tigation j_s privileged :i.n the sense that; the rep,ort \'Iill be 

. made to the Chief of Staff. The subste,nce tlhereof should 
not be discussed with others. It will carry a CONFIDENTIAL 
cla.ss:tfj.cation. The purpose of the i.nvestigatj.on 1s to 
determine the facts conccrn1ng the i.ncidents at Pinlcv:tllc. 
I'd like to put you under oath please. Please stand and 
raise'your right hand. 

(The ,·Ti tness was, sworn.), 

number. 
A. 

Please state you.r· full name, grad·e and serial 

Robert L. Hauck, Captain, 05331292. 

Q. Organization? 
. -A. - ... Current organization is Headquarters Company, 
Center Troop Command, Fort Benning, Georgia .. 

Q. Station and present duty assi.gnment? 
A. Fort Benn1ng, Georg1a, Assistant Sl~for Center 

Troop Command. . 

Q. \-Ihat 11as your duty 'assignment 'in March 1968 at 
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t h e  time Task Force Barker conciucted search and dcs t roy  
--ooerat ions? -~ 

A. . Well, sir, 0. I(. I bel.ievc on 16 February was 
my da te  of t r a n s f e r  from Charlie Co t o  Delta Co. 1 had 
been with Charl ie  Co s ince  we went t o  Vietnam i n  Deceml,er 
of--I can never relaember the yea.r--67. Then from December 
.of 67 t o  mid-February of 68 I was a plat.oon Ieader  with 
Cliarlie Co, . I had t h e  3d Pla.toon. Then i n  Lhe mXc1dl.e of 
Februdry I t~as  tramsferred t o  Delta. Co, 1st Bn,. 20th 

- Infan.try,  a s  the  XO. 

Q. Was Delta, 1/20th, p a r t  of T'~~.slc'Porce Rar.:cer? 
A. No, sir, it:  was not .  Mow times mean nothing i n  

Vietnam, of course.  
ary,  as I my ,  was the da te  of transfer. 

Q. I have Special  Order  No. 39; Headqwarters, America1 
D'ivision, dated 8 February 69, which awarded: you a Combat 
Infantryman Badge t h a b d a t e ,  and tha t  date I say again was' 

I am p r e t t y  sure  t h a t  i t  was 1.6 Pebru-. 

'.I 

..----8-February~-68. ~~ ~ . ~ ~ .  

A. Yes, sir,' t h a t  could very wei l  be.. 

Q. How long a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you t r a n s f e r  u t  of the  
u n i t ?  4 .  

. A .  Well, l e t  me th ink  a minute, s i r .  L ike  I say,  the  
da tes  and time meant nothing i n  Vietnam, so the  date wasn't  
r e a d i l y  recognizable,  but I keep remembering 16 February a.s 
t h e  da te  of the  transfer. 

Q. A t  t h e  time you t ransfer red  was LT Jensen a platoon 
l eade r  a t  tha t  t i m e ?  
-. ~ .. A.. . -No, sir. 
Calley--~he had t h e  1st Platoon--LT Brooks had' the 2d Platoon, 
and I had the  3d Platoon, and LT Anderson had the  Mortar 
Platoon. 

. .  

A t -  t h a t  time' our  platoon leaders  'were -3;T 

Q. 
'.Benning now? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

.Q. 

A. Yes, sir, severa l .  

Q. A s  opposed t o  search and clear?. 

DD you know if any of . those  o f f i c e r s  a r e  a t  Por t  

~~ .... . . 
d id  you conduct any search and des t roy  operatfons? 0 

.. During  the^ time t h a t  you served wSth C CO, '1/20th, 
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the tlme Task J?orce Barker conducted search and destroy 
-~perations? ' 

A. - vlell, Sir, O. K. I believe on 16 February was 
my date of transfer from CharLie Co to Delta Co. I had 

,been with Charl:Le Co Since we ~Ient to Vietnam in December 
,of--I can never rell18mber the ye,,:r.--67. Then from December 
of 67 to mid-February of 68 I ~1aS a plato'on leadel' with 
Charlie Co •. I had the 3d Platoon. Then in the m:lclclle of 

, February I \'laS t:ransferred to Delta Co, 1st Bn" 20th 
- Infantry, as the XO. 

Q. Was Delta, 1/20th, par't of 'l'asl( v'orce BCl,l'lcer? 
A. No, sir, it; was not. Now times mean noth:1.ng in, 

V1etnalll, of course. I am pretty sure that it was J.6 Pebru·· 
ary, as I say, \'las the date of transfer. 

Q. I have Special Order No. 39, Headquarters, Amel'fcal 
Division, dated 8 February 68, ~Ihj.ch awarded you a Combat ' 
Infantryman Badge that,date, and that date I say aga:1.n was' 

----8-February-68. . ,. . .... . , ' 
A. Yes, Sir,' that could very well be., 

Q. 
unit? 

How long after that did you transfer 1~t of the 

A. vlell, let me thin!( a minute, sir. Like I say, the 
dates and time lIleant notM.ng in Vietnam, so the date wasn't 
readily r'ecognizable, but I keep remembering 16 February as 
the date of the transfer. 

Q. At the time you transferred was LT Jensen a platoon 
leader at that time? . 

--A., '''No, sir. At .. that time our platoon Ieadersl'lere ·LT 
c:e,lley~-he had the 1st Platoon~-LT Brooks had' the 2d Platoon, 
and I had the 3d Platoon, and LT Anderson had the r~ortar 
Platoon. 

Q. 
Benning 

A. 

Do you 
now? 

Not to 

know if any of' those officers are at Fort 

my knol'l1 edge, sir. 

.. Q. " ,~·During ,. the time that 
did you conduct any search and 

you served with G Co, 1/20th, 
destroy operations? 

, . 
A. Yes, Sir, several. 

Q. As opposed to search and clear~ 
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and c l e a r  mcant p r e t t y  much the  same t h i n g .  If there '  was 
'any destruction t o  be done we. got  our guidance Prom the  
company comma.nder who, i n  turn,  got  h i s  guidance from the  

3 3  of Task Porce Barker. 

I know t h a t  one time uhei1 we were coming out of 
! Carentan, whlch i s  when we had ju.st  go t ten  i n  country, we 
\ were more'or less practicj.nc bccause i.t i s  re1ativel.y a 

rear area in' southern 1: Corps, and some o f ,  the  boys wanted. 
, t o  burn and nb soap, you j u s t  don't do t h a t  s o r t  of th ing  

wlthouti permissioil from higher  au thor i ty ,  so 6ha.t was one 
the  lessons t h a t  we learned ea r ly ,  o r  t h a t  /T l ea rned  

ea r ly .  There was no des t ruc t ion  without higher authordty,  
e spec ia l ly  f o r  a platoon leader .  A platoon ldader  couldn ' t  
go out and say, "We a r e  going t o  search and destroy the  
v i l l a g e .  '. T h a t  means burn everything t h a t  you. come across, 
wipe out.  we couldn ' t  automatical ly  do t h a t ,  

, Q. Who was the  S3 o f  Task Force Barker, do you know? 
It was Najor--I cam t e l l  you v&at he looks l i k e ,  

but t h a t  won't help,  ?-. knov~,..s~~r. ~_Calhoui? 

I1 

.. 

A. 
... i . .  . .  ... 

Q. MAJ Calhou.)l? 
A. Yes, sir. He was the  brigade S1 befo 

t o  Task Force-Barker as t h e  task foFce S3,. operat ions o f f i c e r .  

'Q., 
A. No, sir, I do not.. 

Q. . Do you knoi h i s  f u l l  name? 
A. No, sir. 

A. . Yes, sir.' . 

Q. Did you ever conduct opemtions.  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of a v i l l a g e  ca l led  P inkvi l le?  

A. Well, I never r e a l l y  klleVJ., I knew the nickname 

I ' c o u l d n ' t  polnt  i t  out on a map and Say,: "That i s  Pinkvi l le .  
1 knew it was a b i g  operat ion and I always followed the  
operat ions,  but I nev.er knew i t s  a c t u a l  name.,,. l i k e  t o  call. 
i t . . H a n o i .  or €hiphone;,- 1 never' 6ould"do that. .  With Task  Force 

,Barker, i n  my platoon i n  pa r t i cu la r ,  we Qperated a l l  i n  the' 
Batangan Peninsula area,  Just  as a matter. o f  course.  

Do you know h i s  present  loca t ion?  
... 

. .  . . .  Q. ' C-A-L-H-0-U-N? . -. 

Pinkvi l le  and I never rea1l.y knew' the v.fIlage. it was by name. II 
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A. • T. 11 I ,Ie . . , here \~e go. Search and der,t.roy and search 
2 and cleaI' meant pretty much the same thine;. If there was 
3 'any destruction to be done ~Ie. got our guidance from the 
4 company commander who, in turn, got his guidance from the 
5 .83 of 'l'ask 1<'orce Barlcer. 
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. I Icnow that one time when we wel'e coming out of 
Carentan, Ithich ls when He hB.d just gotten in country, we 
I'lere mOl'e" or less practicj.ne; bccause it is relatively a 
rear area in southern I Corps, and sorne of:' the boys \'Ianted 
to bV.rn and no soap, you just don It do that sort of thing 
It:tthout permission from h.1.gher authorit;y, so thD.t \'las one 

···-of the lessons that \'Ie learned eD.l'ly, or that II learned 
early. There \'las no destruct:ton without high~r authority, 
especially fOl' a platoon leader. A platoon leader couldn It 
go out and say, "vIe are g01ng to search and destr'o~r the 
village." '. That means bV.rn everythIng that you come acr'oss, 
wlpe out. vIe could.n't automatically do that. 

do you know? 
looks Eke, , but 

Q. 
A. 

that 

Q. 
A. 

to Task 

Who waS the 83 o~ Task Force Barker, 
It was f-lajor--l can tell you what he 

~lOn I t help, . I. !tl!gW.L._s.~,r_-: :~Calhoul1 •. 

befoJe he went 
opeJ.'at:tons off:l.cer. 

MAJ Calhoun? 
Yes, sir. He 

1·'orce Barker as 
was the brigade 81 
the task force S3, 

'" 

Do you know his pl'esent location? 
No, Sir, I do not. 

Q. Do you knol~ hls full name? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. C-A-L-H-O-U-N? 
A. Yes, sir.' 

Q. Did you ever conduct operations. in the vicinity 
of a village called Pinkville? 

A. Well, I never really knew" I knew the nickname 
Pinkville and I never really Icnew' the village. it was by name .. 
I' couldn t t point it out on a map and say,. "That is Pinlcville." 
I I01e\'l it was a big operation and I always followed the 
operations, but I never lcne~1 its" ac~ual name,. like to call 
it .. Hanoi. or Haiphong, - I neVer' c-ould do that.. \<lith Task Foree 

. Barlcer, in my platoon in particularx w.e operated 'all in the 
Batangan Penj.nsula area, just as a matter of course. 

GOIl'~FIQIii>~TIl\L 'IN--
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Q: 1 have Anp Sheet 6739 :CI Serj.es I;lOlll., t:itled 

. t h i s  map, plea.se? Have you seen t h i s  sheet before? (Colorie3. 
Quang Mdai, sca le '  1:50,000. Would you orLent yourself  on 

W:LlsOii  han.ded the  map shee t  t o '  the  witness  ..), 
A. Yes, sir, I c e r t a i n l y  have. 

Q. 
A. "Song Tra Khuc? Let me -make c e r t a i n  of t h i s ,  s3.r. 

Ny cluest:l.on 18  d id  you. ever concluct opera t lons  south 
of Song Ham G:Laiig and nor th  o f  Song T r a  Khu.c? 

I -am t ry ing  to-.-LZ Dott ie ,  I believe,, i s  r i g h t  there  .-t i nd ica t ing )  Pause . ' 
Q. - - 4 i v e  the .  coordinates,  please. 
A. Thc gr id  i s  633845. I ' d  say it i s  i n  t ,hat  g r i d  

square.  LZ Upt ight ,  i f  I can f i n d  tha t  I am i n  busliiess. 
0. K . ,  LZ Uptight i s  here  ( ind ica t ing ) .  

Q. GrLds? 
A. L e t ' s  t r y  729811.8. It i s  r i g h t  fn t he re .  Now LZ 

Uptight W R S  t h e  only LZ tha t  I was ever stationed. a t  i n  the 
Task Force Barker area and' from there  we operated down here 
( ind ica t ing )  , 
. . . . . .  

Q. South. 
A. Sou.th t o  a point nor th  of t h i s  Song Diem R i v e r . .  

The o1.d man said we could not go south of t h i s  r iyer.  As 
I 'remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  one day my p la toon  was opera t ing  I n  
t h i s  area ( ind ica t ing)  and Charlie was ther4 ( i f ldicet ing)  
aiid you can see a long way down the r i c e  paddy. C h a r l k  
Mas there hopping around the  f i e l d  an.d he just maybe saw 
u s  a t  about t h e  same time we saw him. It was too f a r  away 
f o r  u s  t o  engage e f f e c t i v e l y  with small arms f i r e ,  so we 
moved i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( ind ica t ing) - -  

. Q. . ( In te rpos ing)  South. . .  

A. South . . . .  again  t o  t h i s  location'rl 'ghl;  'here .<indicating). 
. . .  

~ 

- -  - .. . . . .  .. 
. .  

Q. That ' s  the  br idge.  
A. T h a t ' s  the  bridge a t  coordinates  718802, roughly. 

We had t o  s top the re  because t h e ' o l d  man had t o l d  u s  not  t o  
go South o f  t h i s  r i v e r  and we were g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t  from 
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( ind ica t ing )  . 
l i n e  of f i r e  was l i k e  t h i s  ( ind ica t jng r  coming a t  us from 
across  the  r i v e r .  We re turned  the  f i r e ,  but casua l ty  
assessment, the  damage was hard t o  t e l l .  

Well, every conceivable--the 

- 
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Q. ' J. have 1'1o.p Sheet 6739 II Series 1,701ll, t:ltled 
Quang Nr;ai, scale 1: 50,000. Would you orient yourself on 

,this map, please? Have you seen this sheet before? (Colonel 
vl:llson handcd the map sheet to the witness .,) 

A. Yes, sir, I certainly have. 

Q. r.ly quest:1.on is did you ever conduct operat:l.ons south 
of Song Ham G:lang and north of Song Tra Khuc? 

A. " Sone; Tra Khuc? JJet me make certain of this, all'. 
-(Pause) :r 'am, trying to-·-JJZ Dottie, I believe" is right; thel'e 
(incUcatlng) . " 

Q. "-Give the ,coordinates, please. 
A. The grid is 633845. lId say it is in that grid 

square. LZ Uptight, if I can find that I am in bUSiness. 
O. K., LZ Uptie;ht is l).ere (indicating). 

Q. Grids? 
A. Let I s try 7298lJ8. It is right in ther'e. Now LZ 

Uptight was the only LZ that I tlas ever stationed at in the 
Tasle Force Barker area and' from there we operated down here 
(indicating). 

Q. South. 
A. South to a po:tnt north of th:ts Song Diem niver. 

The old man said wc could not e;o south of this river. As 
I'remember specifically one day my platoon \'las operat:tng in 
this area (indlcatine;) and Charlie was ther~ (indicating) 
and you can see a long way down the r.ice paddy. Charlle 
was there hopping around the fleld and he just maybe saw 
us at about the same time we saw him. It was too far away 
for us to engage effectively with small arms fire, so we 
moved in this direction (indicating)'--

Q. (Interposing) South. , 
A. South again to this location right 'here '{lndicating) . 

Q. That I s the b,rldge. ' 
A. Thatls the bridge at coordinates 718802, roughly. 

We, had to stop there because the' old man had told us not to 
go south of this river and we were getting fired at from 
this direction (indicating). \'lell x every conceivable--the 
line of fire \'laS like ,this (indicating)' coming at us from 
across the river. vIe ret1..lrned the fire, but casualty 
assessment, the damage waS hard to tell. ,~, ,',- -, 
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Q.' When wen th:is? 
A. It was ahout a week before I l e f t  the company, s l r .  

Q. In 'Pebrunry then? ' 

A. YeS, sir .  L ike  I say, shat could be a week behind 
o r  a week ahead becmse of the  times. The only way we c m  
de*p t r ack  o f  tinies i s  t o  have a calendiir wrist watch and I 
only \war a GI wrist watch i n  the f i e l d .  
 too f lashy, Ve cd . led  the gunships tha t  day, he l i cop te r  gun 
sh ips .  By the  time the  gun sh:fps. a r r lved  on stat:Lon we were 
s t i l l  g e t t i n k  small arms f i r e  from Lhe south  and t h o  west, 
th i s  directl .on (ind.lcatlng) . It seemed general ly  t h o u ~ h  
t h a t  the  f i r e  was coming from t h i s  vfllag;e r i g h t  here  (Indi- 
ca t ing)  , so  the  gun s h i p s  worked thr?t v i l l age  over.  Aga1.n 
the  only assessment t h a t  vie knew was the  ' f i r i n g  stopped.. 
Nobody was shooting a t  us  any more from t h i s  v i l l a g e .  About 
f o u r  o 'c lock  In the  af ternoon t ie  moved back. We g o t  more 
f i r e  from Chis a rea  ( ind ica t ing)  

Calendar types viere 

Q. What area? .. 
A. Right 5.11 here,  coordinates 725809, and the  gun 

sh lps  suppressed the f i r e  there  and we. moved back up here  
~~ . (indfc-ating) . . .  ~ 

Q. To the  LZ? 
A. To t h e  LZ, Uptight ,  yes, slr.  My platoon and the  

2d Platoon, LT Brooks platoon, ivas the re .  We had one man 
wounded, one o r  two men-. 

Q. 
Diem Diem River? 

A. A s  f a r  as I know it was suppo.sed t o ' b e  an  enemy 
sanctuary t h a t  had never been penet ra ted  by U .  S . .Forces .  

What was the  enemy s i t u a t i o n  south !of the  Song 

... 
Q. Do you ki>ow whose a rea  OF Qperat3.OJIS . this.  w.as.i 

. . A. I bel ieve  i t  was the  KRVN'area. T h i s  was the  
reasoning behind the  o l d  man not gfving us  perinission t o  
go down there ,  beca.use he couldnt t  ge t  i t  from the  ARVN's, 
or whoever cont ro l led  i t .  

: 

. .  
Q. ' ".'Who was t h e  o ld  man? 
A. CPT Medina, sir. 

Q. 
A. I d i d n ' t  have a casualty,; sir. 

How many. men d i d  you lase a t  t h a t  bridge.?' 

. 
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Q. When was thls? 
A. It was about a 11eek before J: left the company, sir. 

Q. In' li'ebnl8.ry then? 
A. Yes, s:l.r. Lllce I say J the. t could be a week bohlnd 

or a weele ahead because of the times. The only way' we CEln 
deep traclc of tImes :l.s to have a calendL,r Vlrist \~atch and I 
only Ncar a GI wrist watch :l.n the f:l.old. Oalendar types Nere 
too f).ashy. vie c(J.lled tho gunships that day J heJ.1copter gun 
ships. By the time the gun sh:tps. arr:lved on stat:lon we were 
still getting small arms fire from the sciuth and tho west, 
this 'dJ.x'ect:Lon (incJ.:i.cat:i.ng). It seemed genel'aJ.:Ly thoug(.h 
that the f1re was com:tng from this vDlage r1ght here :lnd:L .. 
catlng), so the gun sh1ps worked that village over. Aga:1.n 
the only assessment that we knew was the'f:Lr:Lng stoppecJ.. 
Nobody vIas shooting 8.t us any more from th1s village. About 
four 0' cloci( in the afternoon \,,0 moved back. We got more 
flre from this area (indicating}. 

Q. What area? 
A. R1ght 1n here, coordinates 725809, and the gun 

ships suppressed the fire there and \'Ie moved back up here 
( :i.nd ic"ating) • 

Q. To the LZ? 
A. To the LZ, Upt1ght, yo.s.,. sj:r. My platoon and the 

2d Platoon, LT Brooks' platoon, was there. We had one man 
wounded, one or two men. 

Q. 
D1em Diem 

A. 
sanctuary 

What was the enemy situat:Lon south 'Of the Song 
River? 
As far as I know it was supposed to'be an enemy 
that had never been penetrated by U. S •. Forces. 

. Q. Do you know whose area of" operat:i.ons .this" was.,? 
A. I believe it was the ARVN area. This was the 

reasoning behind the old man not giving us permission to 
go down there, beca.use he couldn"t get it from the ARVN's, 
or whoever controlled it. . 

Q.·Who was the old man? 
A. CPT r~ed:Lna, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

How many men did you lose at that 
I didn't have a casualty, sir. 
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Q. Prom your platoon? 
A. ,Yes., six8, 

Q. '. Do you know where that; mfnefle1.d 121as? 
A. I never r e a l l y  loca ted  it, sir ,  bv.t I h a d  ideas ,  

Q. What i s  your understand:Lng of .starch and de'stroy '' 
operat ions? 

A. My w.nderstand~.ng of' search arid destr.oy opera t ions  
is it  appl ies  t o  a v:Lllap;e or a.rea; e i ic i rc le  khe area; move 
throq;h the  area; anythfng t h a t  i s  ha.m~f'v.1. 'or; detr4imenta,l 
t o  my peop3.c o r  anyone e l s e  f r i end ly  who might be m0vin.g 
in%o t h a t .  area, destroy it. 

Q. 
operat ions? 

A. About the  same, slr.  

! bu t  they ivere j u s t  assumptions. 
,. i .  

What was 'your understanding of search and c l e a r  

....... -..a .-~Did_you. eve? read .  any .Rules of. sngage!!lent o r  were 

I you ever  briefed on Rules of Engagement? 
A. There was a wr l t t en  handout t h a t  was ,provided t o  

u s  aftper we had been i n  country approxinlately. 30 days tha t  
I read. I d o n ' t  recal l .  the  ex.act content of it  01' how many 
provlsioi?s were i n  it. 

..... Q. How d i d  you deteIYnine the.  d i f fe rence  between. VC 
and innocent c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d idn ' t  make the  determination,: s i r .  .If there 
was somebody who was suspected we calleu'  tho o ld  ma.n and he, 
i n  tu rn ,  cal.l.ed the  S3 and they were t o  pfck these  people 

. . .  u& .. or. . . i f  they didn!'t .~ uranl; . to.~.pi.ck them up .t.hey would. say,.. 
11- I I  . . Turn them loose .  

Q. What were your in s t ruc t ions  regarding br inging 
Indiv idua ls  under f i r e ?  

A. If we were g e t t i n g  shot a t ,  shoot back; i f  t h e  
enemy was wel l  defined, with black paJamas and weapons, 
appeared t o  be evading, t r y  t o  shoot a t  him and s t o p  hlm. 
If he ge t s  going, he is fa i r  game. 
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Q. .(ring the time that you ,·IL. .. J WJtJ1 

lose 21 men in a mlnefield in this vicinHy? 
C Co cUd thcy 

t~oBe boy,; wcre A., No, Sir, that came after. Nost of 
mine. 

Q. From your platoon? 
A. Yes., S:t1'. 

Q. Do you knoVl \'Iherc that minef:i.eld was? 
A. I never really 1ocate(r it, slr, but I had :tdeas, 

but they were just assumptions. 

Q. What is your undel:stand:Lng of' search and destroy 
opera~ions? . 

A. My undeJ:stand:i.ng of' search a.nd destroy' operations 
j.s i tapplies to a v:t1lage or areaj encircle phe areaj move 
through the areaj anything that is ha.rmfulor{ detrimental 
to my people or a.n~'one else friendly who might be moving 
in:to that. a:('ea, destroy it. 

Q. \'Ihat viaS 'your ul1derstand:i.ng of search and clear 
operations? . 

fl. About thc same, s:tr. 

.... ___ .. ..Q. ___ ...Did"you eye):'. read. _any _Rules of_ Eng.;lgement or were 
you ever b):'iefed on Rules of Engagement? I . 

A. There Vias a written handout that was ,provided to 
us aft.er we had been in country appr'oxililately 30 days that 
I read. I donI t recall the exact content of it OJ.' hol'! many 
provisions were in it. 

Q. Hovi did you dete~'mine the' difference betHeen' VC 
and innocent civilians? 

A. I didnlt make the determination,. sir. If there 
was somebody who was suspected "l8 called the old man and he, 
in turn, called the 83 and they were to picle these people 

.. up--'_.or ... if they didn.lt want .to.pick them up .they would .. say,._. 
IlTurn them loose. 11. . . 

Q. What were your instru~tions regard:tng bringing 
individuals under fire? . 

A. If Vie were getting shot atJ shoot back; if the 
enemy I'las well defined, with black paJamas and weapons, 
appeared to be evading, try to shoot at him and stop him. 
If he gets going, he is fair game. 
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Q. 
A. Use the  words dung l a i .  It i s  1:l.ke these  people th8.i: 

How do you tell. him t o  ' s top? 

were hopping r?round. the r i c e  paddies when wc approached. 
was nly exper:ibnce t h a t  the  innocent people,, the  majori ty  of 
them t h a t  were determj.nec1 innocent afterward, never ran  and 
the re  were ins t ruc t%ons  put out  on the  civ:i.ilan populace, 
"Don't run from American so ld i e r s ,  I' and v i r t u a l l y  eve'ry v i l -  
lage we went i n t o  you can see  evidence of .  thes-e notes  that 
were writtqn i n  Vietnamnse and English where the  c i ~ i l 3 . n n s  
.-were wamed, "Don't run from the  Amerlcans. They won't harm 
you. Usu.ally the ones that d i d  run o r  were runn%ng t h a t  
were captured, taken a l ive ,  were subsequently .proven t o  be 
VC. These ind iv idua ls  t h a t  I ta lked  about e a r l i e r  had black, 
unlforins on, black pa jamas, and some were i d e n t i f l e d '  w.i.th 
weapons by some of my t roopers .  T h c o n l y  reason we d idn ' t  
engage. them was they were too  f a r  away, out  of e f f e c t i v e  
small arms range, but by and la rge  t h e  10wa.l c1vil:lan .popu- 
l a t i o n  won't run. The innocents ruoiirt run. 

It 

I t  

. . .-&. . .-The .-black. pajanla, d.id it...~s.%gn$.fy VC? ' 

black pajamas, I understand, i s  the  peasant un:il'orm f o r  t h e  
c i v i l i a n .  Th i s  i s  one reason why the  VC use i't, They 
iden t i fy ,  fj.rst of a l l ,  as peasants an.d, second, t i s  some- 
times d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t inguish  them from peasant s t  but there  
i s  no mistake when there  i s  a r i f l e  i n  a man1.s hahd and a 
group .of people are t ry ing  t o  get  away from him. 

Q. But t h e  peasants  do wear black pajamas? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. --.Theraforo, t h i s  can ' t  . b e  caki idered a V.C u.nIform.. 
A. I wouldn't say t h a t ,  sir. L e t  me see .  The pdr- 

A. Eight out  of t en  times, yes, sir,  'it does.  The 

. .  

centa,ge of VC suspects  t h a t  I captured were dressed i n  
black uniforms, black pajamas. 

Q. What percentage? 
A. I would say 85$, sir. 

Q. Of' the  number of de ta inees  wlia &id not t u r n  out  
t o  be VC, how many. of those .were dressed Tii ,  black pajamas 
percentagewise? 

A. I would say less than lo$, sir. - .  

Q. ' And what was the normal clothfng. ar .the peasants? 
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Q. HoVi do you tell h:lm to stop? 
A. Use the IQords dung lai. It 1s 1:1.ke these people that; 

were hopping around the riee paddies 11hen VIC appr·oached. It 
was my exper:lence that the innocent people, the majority of 
them that wel'e determtnecl innocent afterl'lard, never ran and 
there Nere instructions put out on tile civ:U;\.an populace, 
"Don't run from American sold1el's," and virtually every vil­
lage we went into you can see evldence of thes'e notes that 
vlere writtp1 in Vietna.mese and English where the civi1:i.ans 
'l'lerel'larnecl, "Don't run from the Americans. They Vlon' t harm 
you. " Usually the ones that did run or I'lel'e running that 
were captured, taken alive, were subsequently_proven to be 
VC. '1'hese individuals that I talked about earlier had black 
uniforms Oll, black pajamas, and some were idemtj,fied' vllth -
weapons by some of my troopers. The-only reason \'Ie didn't 
engage- them Nas they we):e too far away, out of effectj.ve 
small arms range, but by and large the local civ:i1:tanpopu­
lation won I t run. '1'he innocents \~on I't run. 

·Q.-The-b-lackpajamaJdidit1?.:Lgl:li.f~ VC?· 
A. Eight out of ten times, yes, sfr,it does. The 

black pajamas, I under'st.and, is the peasant un:i.form for the 
civilian. This j.s one reason why the VC use it. They 
identify, fj.rst of all, as peasants and, second; it i:;; some·­
times difficult to dlstinguj.sh them from I?easants~ but there 
is no mistake when there is a rifle in a man.'s ha'nd and a 
group of people are trying to get away from him. 

Q. But the peasants do \'Iear black pajamas? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. -- ,.Therefore, this can't be consIdered a VC un:!,fpr'jll. 
A. I wouldn't say that, sir. Let me see. The pcr-

centa,ge of VC suspects that I captured were dressed in 
black uniforms, black pajamas. 

Q. What percentage? 
A. I would say 85%, sir. 

Q. Of the number of q.etainees- wha did not turn out 
to be VC, how many.of those.were dressed i"n.black pajamas 
percentagewise? 

A. I would say less than 10%. sir. • 

Q.. And what ~las the normal clothing, at: .the peasants? 
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A. 

Q. 

A. * Yes, sir, I understand. 

By and l a rge  i t  was black pajamas, 

Well, what X am t ry ing  t o  say i s  the  VC, . they 
wear black paJemas, b u t  the  crtviliaiis a l s o  wear black 
pa jamas. 

Q. It' may be a V C  uniform,, but i t  .doesn' t  necessar l ly  
i d e n t i f y  a V C .  I s  that  cor rec t?  

. A .  ..-That i s  co r rec t .  . .  

Q. So as a c r i t e r i o n ,  when we look f o r  somebody, tlie 
f a c t  t h a t  he has OH black pajamas doesn' t  necessar i ly  rnehn 
t h a t  he i s  t o  be brought under f i r e .  Is  t h a t  c'orrect? . .  

> .  

:;., .. 
A. That i s  corre.ct, sir.. . . .  , .  .. . . 

Q. The weapon i s  the main thing,  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
i s  running? 

mar%ly- ' t he  f a c t  of --the -wea.pon.and th8.t he i s  mo.ir:Ll?g out of 
the  a rea .  

A. Yes, sir, the  combination o f ' t h e  three ,  o r  pr i -  
. . -. .. . 

Q. Do women wear b1.acR pafamas also? 
A. Yes, s i r .  I .  

. .  
Q. Have you ever  heard of a search and destroy 

A. No, sir. 

'Q. 

Q. --on an operation? 
A. On an operat ion? Not the two of u s  together ,  no, 

opera t ion  which ordered the  des t ruc t ion  of t h e  inhabi tan ts  of 
a v i l l age?  

D i d  you work w i t h ' L 2 '  W Z l l f a m  Calley-- 
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes,: a i r . .  . .  . 

s i r . '  Usually i n  Task Force Barker before we got t o  LZ 
Upt ight - - th i s  i s  C Co--we operated a s  a company. When vie 
got t o  LZ Upt igh t  I would b e  out  ane.day and Calley would 
be out  the  next.  The 2d Plataon.1eader would go with e i t h e r  
~. one of u s  because he was .the rookie. He would e i t h e r  go with 
me, as i n  the  case. we t a lked  aljaut. before, o r  he could .go 
with Calley . 

0 1 
I 

. Q. Who was that? 
A. Brooks. 

F 
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fl. By and large it was black pajamas. 

Q. Ivell, ~Ihat I am trying to say is the Va,they 
wear black pajamas, but the c;tvilians also \'lear black 
pajamas. . 

A.' Yes, sir, I understand. 

Q. It· may be a va uniform, 
identify a VC. Is that correct? 

but it doesn't necessarily 

. A. . ... That is correct. 

Q. So as a criterion, when we look for somebody, the 
fact that he has on black pajamas doesn't necess8.r:i.ly rne'an '. 
that he is to be brought under fire. Is that c'onect? '. . 

A. That is correct, sir.. ':; .. " 

Q. The weapon is the main thIng, or the fact that he 
is running? 

A. Yes, sir, the combination of the three, or pri­
marITy'the f-act of ,'the ,weapon,..and that he is movlng out of 
the area. ,. 

Q. 
A. 

Do women I'lear black paJamas also? 
Yes, sir. I. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a search and destroy 
operation I'lhlch ordered the destruction of the lnhabi tants of 
a village? 

fl. No, sir. 

Q. Did you work with'LT'Willi'am Calley--
A. (Interposing) Yes" .sir., 

Q. --on an operation? 
A. On an operation? Not the t~IO of us together, no, 

sir. ' Usually in Task Force Barker before we got to LZ 
Uptight--this is C Co--\~e operated' as a company. When we 
got to LZ Uptight I would be out one day and Calley would 
be out the next. The 2d Platoon. leader would go with either 

"one of us because he was ,the rookIe. He would either go with 
' .. me, as in the case we talked about before, or he could go 

with Calley. 
I 

Q. Who was that? 
A. Br.ooks. 
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Q. 
A. No, sir. 

Did you. ever  see J.R Call.ey undcr f i r e ?  

Q. Have you ever  observed. him i n  combat? 
O n  rad..%o, Actually see ing  him? A. 

Q. Yes. 
A. Nb, s3.r. We had a company operatfon that  weii'~-- 

1 
i 

i f  'you. r e c a l l  the  map, the  Song Diem D i e m  River--we had. a 
coordlna,ted opera.tion i n  Task Force Barker wherein C Co vias 
t o  move down t o  tha t  r i v e r  loca t ion  i n  a bloc)cing posit%on. 
My platoon was i n  the  middle and we end& u.p /at a br idg  ' 
stopped a t  a b r idge .  Galley ended up on the  ' l e f t  f l ank  
some 500 meters away, and he attempted t o  cross  the  r ive r , .  . ,, 

T h i s  I know from l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  rad io  because CPT Medina 
wias with me. The o ld  man was with my platoan tha$ da.y. He 
attempted t o  cross  the  Song D i e m  Diem and couldn ' t  make it, 
couldn't  g e t  across  because he was receivi'ng heavy small arms 
f i r e .  H i s  rad io  opera tor  was shot and k i l l e d  t h a t  day. 
'That I s  -tEe---dniy- real~-cornbat s i t u a t i o n  E have. seen o r  hea,rd 
of him i n .  

mistreated South Vietnamese Nationals? 
i Q. . Heve you ever  had reason t o  bel ieve . t h a t  LT Galley 

A. . No, s i r .  

Q. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. D i d  you ever hear t h a t  ZT CalSeg rounded up 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know t he . r ad io  opera tors  of the cornpamy 

.A. , A t  tha t  time, sir? 

Q. Yes. 

.... , 

Have you. ever had r e a s o n ' t o  be l ieve  t h a t ' a n y  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h a t  company mistreated South Vietnamese Nationals? 

c i v i l i a n s  and machine-gunned them? 

commander? 
. .  

. .  A. Let me see .  I am g e t t i n g  a picture , ,  but I am not  
get  t ink .  any name S , ( .Paise) Widmer, he was a Spec 4. H e  
was one. Simons, SGT S-I-M-0-N-S. H i s  medic p e r a t e d  t h e  
rad io  a l o t ,  too,  under c e r t a i n  circumstances. H i s  name was 
White. 
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Q. Did you ever see III! Oalley under fire? 
A. .- No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever observed him in combat? 
A. On rad:to. Actually seej_ng him? 

Q. Yes. 
. A. No, s1r. vie had a company oper'atlon that vlen'G-- . 

if you re.call the map, the Song Diem Diem River-·-we had a 
coordinated operat:1.on in Task Porce Barker wherein C Co Vias 
to move dOI'1n to that river loca.tj.on in a bloc~ctng posit-lon. 
l>1y platoon \'las in the middle and we ended up iat a bridge,; 
stopped at a bridge. Calley ended up on the 'left flank,":' 
some 500 metel'S aI'fay, and he attempted to cross the river.­
This I know from listening to the l'adj:o because CPT Med:tna 
was l'Ilth me. The old man \'las Hith my platoon that day. He' 
attempted to cross the Song Diem Diem and' couldn I t make it" 
couldn I t get across because he vias receiving heavy small aJ:mS 
fix'e. His radj.o operator was shot and k:Llled that da~'. 

·-·--·--That I s Tfia'~ohl.y'real-coTilbat situation I have seen or heard 
of him in. 1 

Q. . Have you ever had reason to bel:Leve ,that LT Calley 
mistreated South Vietnamese Nationals? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. 
officers 

A. 

Have you. ever had reason'to believe that· any 
in that company mistreated South Vietnamese Nationals? 

Q. 
civilians 

A. 

No, sir. 

Did 
and 
No, 

you ever hear that LT 
machine-gunned them? 
sir. 

Calley rounded up 

Q. Do you know the.radio operators of the company 
. commander? 

.A. At that time, sir? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Let me see. I am getting a picture,. but I am not 

gettirii{any namei3;'--(Patise) Widmer, he was a Spec 4. He 
\,laS one. Simons, SGT S-I-M-O-N-S. His medic £,perated the 
radio a lot, too, under certain circumstances. His name was 
White. . 
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Q. Grade? 
A. SP 5, sir, 

Q. Do you lsnorr who t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  Taslc 
F'orce Barker  \..ra,:j? . .  

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we h3.d one, s i r .  I th:Ln.k t h e  A! 
o n l y  f:i,el.d grade o f ' f i c e r s  we had fin Tlaek Force Barker  , ' 

d u r i n g  the t ime I was t h e r e  wery? L:IC Uarl:er and' MJ C8l.h&tYn. 

1: am going t o  read you three  o r  f o u r  names and if' 
you c'an i d e n t i f y  them as being  members of Task Force Ha.rkcr 
I would l i k c  t o  Imoi.~. 

, .  

Q. 

Your s i l e n c e  wi.11 i n d i c a t e  you ca114:t. 
. .  .... . i :  I . .  

A. Yes, s l r .  

Q. 
L.  C1:Lfi'ord. W A J  James R ,  B e l l .  

A. MP,J C l i f f o r d  and M A J  B e l l  and COL Beers  were a 3 . 1  
1 /20th.  To my knowledge t h e y  were never  i n  Task, Force 
Barker .  COL Beers was the  1/20th CO, IilAJ Bell. was o u r  XO 
when we fii-st went there ,  and MJ Cl i f ford .  t ook  ove r  a f t e r  
him as b a t , t a l i o n  XO'. 

medic to g i v e  medical  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Sou.th Vietna.n?ese Natfonals? 

L'J!C Eclwin I). Beers .  LTC A .  L.  Rus'sell., MAJ Peter 

i 
Q. &r:l.ng these o p e r a t i o n s  wan i t  normal for your  

A. Yes, sir. / 

Q. What type?  
. .  A. Ju s t  a.bout any type  he  was capable  o f .  I used to 
h a r a s s  my doc-: just f r i e n d l y  b a n t e r ,  SO t o  speak--and say, 
"Look, DOC, you t r e a t  the  Vietnamese b e t t e r  t h a n  us ."  €15~ 
na.me was Foreman, Bruce Foreman. I remember him because he 
subsequent ly  won a S i l v e r  S t a r  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  company. 
But  we were k ind  o f  f i e l d  MEDCAP prograni i s  about  t h e  o n l y  
way P c a n  d e s c r i b e  h.ls a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese, 

. .  
. .  

Q. What was his grade? 
A. ' He was a Spec 4, s i r .  

Q. Normally on t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  you have a ve ry  
h i g h  r a t l o  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir. We very  seldom saw C h a r l i e .  T h a t  area 
was heawi ly  mined and l h e d  w i t h  boobytraps.  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  
opeYations rnap~ -looked .more ~ l i k e -  a mLnef-3.eld  than^ any th ing  
e l s e .  

, .  

. . .. 

There were v e r y  few p l a c e s  we .could g0~sa fe1 .y .  
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Q. Grade? 
A. SP 5, slr. 

Q. Do you ImovI who the execut:i.ve of'.f:Lcel" of Tusle 
F'orce Barker HUS? 

A, I donI t belleve we had one, s11:. I thlnk the 
only f:l.eld grade of'fj,cers we had :Ll1 'I'asle Force Bar'keY' \ 
dur'ing the timc I ~Ias there \'Tere 1/£0 Darker and NJlJ OalhotY.n. 

Q. r' am going to read you thl"Ge or four names and if' 
you dan ldentlfy them as bein[<; membc),'s of ~rask Force Barker 
I would lll{c to know. Your sD.ence \··Iill indicate you carj~t. 

A. Yes) s:tr. . , I. 
Q. L'J.'O Edwin )). Beers. LTO A. L. Rus'sell, r·1AJ pet~:r. 

L. Cl:lff'ord. MAJ Ja.mes n. Bell. 
A. tlJAJ OlH·i'oy.'d a.nd llJAJ' Bell and 001. Beers were all 

1/20th. To my knowledge they were never in Tagle, Porce 
Barkel'. COL Beers was the 1/20th 00, IVJAJ' BeJ.J. was our XO 
when we fil"st went the;:oe, and JIIAJ Olifford toolc over after 
him as battalion XO. 

Q. 
medic to 

A. 

Dur:lng these operatlol1s was 1 t normll for 
give medlcal attention to South Vietna.mese 

Yes, sir. I 

Q. ~Jhat type? 

you:!;' 
Nationals? 

.... A. Just about any. type he was capable of. I used to 
harass my doc-;.just fri.endly banter, so to speak-"and say, ' 
"Look, Doc, you treat the Vietnamese better than us." IUs 
name was li'oreman, Bruce Foreman. I remember hlm because he 
subsequently won a Silver Star after I left the compa.ny. 
But we were ktnd of field MEDCAP program is about the only 
way I' can describe hi-sattitude tovlard the Vietnamese. 

Q. What was his grade? 
A. He was a Spec 4, slr. 

Q. Normally on these operations did you have a very 
high ratio of civHian casualties? 

A. No, slr. We very seldom saw Charlle. That area 
was heavily mined 8,nd l:l,ned tIlth booby traps . In fact, our 

,6pe'rat:tons map 100icedmore like- a minef,:i.eldthan anythlng 
else. ~'here were very few places we 'could go safely • • 

FOR OFFlC1ALUSE ONLY' 
co~~r;'IDEl>~TIAL T~ 

229 (HAUOK) 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2, 
2 
2' 
2 
2' 
2 

. 31 
3 
3: 
3: 
s 
3! 
31 
s' 
31 
3! 
'41 

I . 4  
4: 
4: 
4. 
4! 

. ,  

<- 

FO'R OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Q. D i d  you rloriilally use. a.rt:LI.lery t o  pr pare the  

a rea  p r i o r  t o  your aoseul t s?  
A. .In my operat ions 1: never used art:i.l.lery t o  prepare 

an area.' I d i d n ' t  use  t h i s  as a technique of p r e p a r h g  to . 
take a pos i t i on .  I never used i t  u n t i l  I got  t o  be a coln- 
pany commander l a t e r  on. The reason I didn't, t o  me i t  
wasn' t 6ependabl.e and ef fec t ive .  enough.. 1 would rather 
depend on my own platoon resources and . i f  I got ' i n  a b ind .  :. 

I would c a l l  the  pl.atoon ai7tl1.lery,  b u t  I ivoulcl r a t h e r  
depend on my own resources  than gun shTps, the  gun sh1.p:; 
only . a f t e r  I got going with the  s%t.uatfon. 

t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n t o  the  tunnels? '. 

. ,  . . 
. . .  

Q. 
A. No, s i r .  

'Q. Do you know SGT Lavrrence C.  La Crolx, &-A 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r .  He was i n  t h e  2d Platoon of Charl ie  Co. 

Q. Have you ever  seen him i n  combat? 
A. No, sir ,  I have never seen him ui l  e r  f i r e .  

Q. 
A. Yes, s ir .  He was am i n t e r p r e t e r .  He was i n  the . . 

Did you ever  hear  of a r t i l l e r y '  belng used t o  d r i v e  
. .  

C-R--0- I - X ?  

Do you know SGT Kenneth Schiel?  

f ,  
DO you Icnoiv a Spec 4 Paul? 

headquarters p a r t  of Charlie Co. IIe worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  
CPT lledina and he was occasional ly  fa??rriea out ' to t h e  vari0u.s 
platoons a s  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  I be l ieve  t h a t  he had soiiie kind 

. . ~  of language o r i e n t a t i o n  or t r a l n i n g  i n  Vietnamese, so he was 
t o  go wi th  the  platoons and ass is t  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  f o r  us ,  
f o r  the  platoon leaders .  

Q. 
A. No, sir, not  t o  my knowledge. , 

Q. 

A. Yes, sir, f o r  a time, It was ve ry  d i f f i c u , l t  t o  

Was he a tunnel  rat? 

Was t h e r e  an ARVN or South Vietnamese Nation.al 
.. 

i n t e r p r e t e r  with your un i t ?  

keep those people around. 
e 

Q. 
A. (Pause) I don' t  r e c a l l  what h i s  name is ,  sir, 

Do you 'know who -he was? 
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Q. Did you normally tlse· art:tJ.lery to prepare the 
area prior to your assaults? 

A.In my operations I never used art:i.llery to prepare 
an area. I clidn' t use this as a teehri:lque of prepad_ng to 
take a posltion. r never used it until I got to be a com­
pany commander later on. The reason I didn't, to me It 
wasn't c1ependable and effective enough. I \'iould rather 
depend on my own platoon resources and if I got In a bind 
I would caLl the platoon al't:tJ.lery, but I would rather 
depend on my own resources than gun sh:1.ps, the gun sh:!.pil 
only after r got going with the sHuation. 

Q. Did you ever heal' of artillery' be:l_ng used to drive 
the villagers :l.nto the tunnels? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know SGT Lm'/rence C. La Croix, IrA 
C-R .. O-I-X? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know SGT Kenneth Schiel? 
A. Yes, sir. He was in the 2d Platoon of Charlie Co. 

Q. Have you ever seen him in combat? 
A. No, sir, I have never seen him unfer fire. 

Q. Do you know a Spec 4 Paul? 
A. Yes, sir. He was an interpreter. He VIaS in the 

headquarters part of Charlie Co. He \'rorked directly for 
CPT Hedina and he was occasionally farmed out to the various 
platoons as an interpreter. I belleve that he had sonie kind 
Qf language or:lentatlon or trainj.ng in V:tetnamese, so he was 
to go with the platoons and assist in interpreting for us, 
for the platoon leaders. 

Q. Was he a tunnel rat? 
A. No, Sir, not to my· knowledge. 

Q. Was there an ARVN or South Vietnamese National 
interpreter with your unit? 

A. Yes, Sir, f-or a time. It was very diffi_cult to 
keep those people around. 

Q. 
A. 

Do ybuknow who-he was? 
(Pause) I don't recall what his name is, sir, 
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o r  was. 
. 8 

a. D i d  you ever  work with Popular, ltorce, ARVN, o r  

A. No, sir,  I d i d n ' t  normally. 
National Police during these  operations? 

. . <  ' 
Q.' Normally what was the  procedure f o r  tak ing  a boay 

count? 
A. Abtually physica1.ly seelng the  'body. 

Q. 
A. ' An element leader ,  a squad leader .  

Who hzd t o  see the  body? 

Q. Anybody lower Chan tha t ?  
A. No, s i r .  

Q. Have you ever heard of a hamlet re fe r red  t o  as 
My L a i  (IS)? 

A. Can I look a t  your map, sir? It might r i n g  a b e l l  
i f  I see i t .  

Q. 
(Pause) YOU are saying no? 

A. That i s  r i g h t ,  d e f i n i t e l y  no t .  

Q. Have you ever  heard of an actLon-- 
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Wait a minute. Le t ' s  back up. $hat 

(Colonel Wilson ind ica ted  a loca t ion  on the  map.) 
... I .  

v i l l a g e ,  I bel ieve,  was the  t a r g e t  a rea  of th'at opera t ion  I 
was t a l k i n g  about before on the  coordination of the  a t t a c k  

was over here  ( ind ica t ing ) ,  my platoon was here ( ind ica t ing  7 , with  Charl ie  Co ending up down here ( ind ice t ing ) ,  and Calle 

and Brooks was on the  r i g h t ,  so  'we looked something l i k e  t h a t  
. ( . indicat ing) .  A Co,, ,3/lst ,  was t o  come from the  eas t ;  B .GO, 
4/3d; was t o  come from the  south,  d o n g  with t r acks  from 
E Troop. The reason t h i s  comes back t o  me i s  because one of 
my classmates was awarded a S i lve r  S t a r  f o r  ac t ion  i n  t h i s  
area. Now whether i t  was t h i s  v i l l age  ( ind ica t ing )  o r  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  ( ind ica t ing) ,  I don ' t  know which, but i t  was i n  t h i s  
area. Also, the  t r ack  commander was 'awarded a S i l v e r  S t a r  
f o r  h i s  ac t ion  because he pul led  the platoon out t h a t  was 
pinned down, trapped i n  there ,  so I do r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Well, the  a rea  that  you r e f e r  t o  there  i s  south 

A. Yes, sir. 
of the  Song Diem Diem. . 
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Dld you ever \'Iork \'1:1 th Popular POl'ce, 
Police during these operations? 
No, sir, I didn't nOJ:mally. 

" ,.~-

ARVN, or 

Q. • Normally what "laS the proceduJ:e fOJ: talci,ng a bO:ciy" 
count? 

A. Actually physically seelng t.he 'body. 

Q. Who had to see the body? 
A. An element leader, a squad leader. 

Q. Anybody lowel' than that? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a hamlet l'eferred to as 
My LaJ, (l~ ) ? ' 

A. Can I look at your map, sir? It might ring a bell 
if I see it. 

Q. 
(Pause) 

A. 

(Colonel Wilson indicated a location on 
You are sayj,ng no? 
That is right, def:lnitely not. I. 

the map.) 

Q. Have you ever heard of an action-- ' 
A. (Interposing) Wait a mlnute. Let t s back up. That 

vlllage, I belleve, \'las the target area of tHat operation I 
was talking about before on the coordlnatlon of the attack 
with ,Charlie Co ending up dOl1,n here (indicating), and Calle:t 
was over here (indicating), my platoon was here (lndicating), 

, and Brooks was on the right, so 'we looked something like that 
-(indicating). A Co, ,3/1st, \'las to come from the east; BCo, 
4/3d,' was to come from the south, along wlth tracks from 
E ~Iroop. The reason this comes back to me ls because one of 
my classmates was awarded a SlIver Star for action in this 
area. Now whether it was this village (indicating) or this 
village (indicating), I don't know which, but it was in this 
area. Also, the track commander wasawardec1 a Silver Star 
for his actlon because he pulled the platoqn out that was 
pinned d0\1I1, trapped in there, so I do recall that. 

Q. Well, the area that you refer to there is south 
of the Song Diem Diem. • 

A. Yes, slr. 
~~ . 
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I 

not permltted i n  t h a t  a rea  there?  
. .  A.. 0. I;. , sf~r .  For t h i s  oper8,tion t.here was a 
spec ia l  clearance, t.he way understamd it. There via8 a ' .  

spec ia l  clcar.ai?ce f o r  tk1:I.s operat ion t o  take p lace .  

Q. When was t h a t ?  
A. Again, sir, I was st:tll i n  the compmy. It was 

e i the r  l a t e  January o r  ea r ly  Fe.brua,ry. 

' Q. 

A. 

The way you described i t  t o  me ,no el&ment.s of 
T a s k  Force Barker moved south of the  Song Diem Diem. Is ' .  

t h a t  borrect?  
Without--since t h i s  ar'ea d l d n ' t  bcloi?lr, t o  us,  sir, 

the  only way we could get i n  there ,  o r  any U] S.  Forces 
could. gct  i n  there  would be t o  ask f o r  appro\,al  from the 
l o c a l  ARVN commander because I am almost c e r t a i n  t h i s  was 
hSs a rea  and t h a t  ' i s  what the  holdup was. For t h i s  operatioil  
I ' m  sure  t h a t  he gave us  clearance t o  go ahead i n t o  this 
area became, as  the  s t o r y  goes, t h e  ARVN's  wouldn't go i n t o  
that. a rea  because it was ' t o o  r i sky  f o r  them, the'VC were too 
strong1.y entrenched :in t h a t  a r ea .  As ' f a r  as  I know, and al.1 
I know i s  rumor, one rumor has i t  the  ?C were i n  the  t r e e s  
and they were i n ' b u i l t - u p  a reas  and th:Ls s o r t  of th ing .  

Q. T h i s  was du.ring the operat ion which you j u s t  de- 
sc r ibed .  Is  t h a t  cor rec t?  

A. Right .  I never sari t h a t .  A s  I say, Charlie Co 
stopped a t  a b r i d g e  here and i t  kind of made us ma.d because 

,we wanted t o  ge t  i n t o  t h e  ac t ion  here ,  but we couldn ' t  do 
i t  because we were . to  block i n  case the  VC t r i e d  t o  come 
back t h i s  way ( ind ica t ing ) ,  which the  ind ica t ion  was t h a t  
they  would because the  bridge was here  ( ind ica t ing ) ,  and 
tha t  bridge i s  stlll i n t a c t .  It. i s  one of very few. Whether 
the  map says it i s  the re  i t  i s  there .  This  i s  where Calley 
.lost his-RTO ( ind ica t ing j ,  
am hedging o r  t ry ing  t o  .back up, but i t  i s  j u s t  tha t  m y . '  ' -  

company never went south of t h a t  r i v e r  as long as I w8.s 
t he re  and the  events of t h a t  one operat ion we have j u s t  
talked about a r e  a l l  hearsay. to .me.  I know I was the re .  
I know where Charlie C o  was, but I couldnl t  t e l l  you exac t ly  
where those o the r  two companies were. 

1 

I hope 1.am not spunding l i k e  3: 

.Q. These Rules of Engagement--handout tha t  you men- 
tioned--do you know who published that? 

. ,  . 
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Q.. I thOU[!'Jlt th:i.s was not, U. S. opepat:\ons \'lere 

not penni tted 1n that area there? . I 
A. O. K., s1r. For this operat10n there was a 

spec:lal clearance, t.he way! understand :l.t. There I'las a 
special clearance for ttlls operat10n to take place. 

Q. l~hen was that? 
A. Again, sir, I \'laS st:tll in the company. It vias 

eltheX' late J'anuary or early li'e.br'U8.ry. 
I 

Q. The way you descplbed H to me no element.s of 
~'asl( Force Barlcer moved south of the Song Diem Diem. Is 
that correct? . 

A. W1thout--·since thls ar'ea dldn't bel'ong to us, siX', 
the only \'lay I'Ve could get in there, oX' any u.I S. Forces 
could get in theX'e would be to ask for appro~al from the 
local ARVN comrMJ.nder because I 8,m almost certain thls was 

\~ .. , 

his area and that is what the holdup vias. l!'or 'this operation 
l' am sure that he gave us cleal'ance to go ahead into this 
area because, as the stor'y goes, the ARVN' s wouldn't go into 
that. aY.'ea because it was too risky for them, the'VC vleY.'e too 
strongly entrenched :Ln that apea. Asfap as I knOl'l, and all 
I know j.s pumor, one rumor has lt the VC were in the trees 
and they wepe in 'bullt-up areas and th:ls sopt of thing. 

Q. This was during the operation WhiCh/YOU just de­
scribed. Is that coprect? 

A. Right. I nevep savi that. As I say, Char1ie Co 
stopped at a bridge here and it kind of made us mad because 

'. we wanted to get into the actlon here, but we couldn't do 
'It because ~Ie \'Iere' to block in case the VC tried to come 
back this ~lay (lndicating), which the lndication was that 
they would because the bridge was hero (indicating), and 
that bridge is still lntact. It, is one of very fel<l. Whethep 
the map says it is there~ it is there. This is \<lhore Calley 
lost hisRTO (indicC).ting) '. I hope 1. am not sounding like I 
am hedging 01' trying to ,back up, but it is just that my' 
company nevep went south of that rlver as long as I was 
there and the events of that one operation we have just 
talked about ape all hearsay. to, me. I knO\<l I \<laS there. 
I know where Charlie Co' was, but I couldn 1 t tell you exactly' 
where those other two companies were. 

,Q. These Rules of Imgagement--handout that you men­
tioned--do you know who published that? 
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A. J thlnlc USAW d id ,  United S t a t e s  Army, Vieham. 
I might say, s i r ,  t hn t  pertaining t o  'chcse Rules of E:1-. 
gagement , o r  anyth:Lng that was put  out general  orders-wise , 
i n  my conlpany, ' in  C Co, l i eu t enan t s  d:Ld.n't t ake  any drast3.c 
measures wlthout get t i -ng permission, end we f d-- i f  somethir!.g 
drastic was t o  happen o r  t!e wanted it  t o  happen, we'd ca1.l 
t h e  03.d. man and he would say f l a t  out He 'd 
say, Hack up a couple of paces and look a t  t h e ' s l t u n t i o n  
and see If: you can do something dl.Pferwit.. If' you can ' t ,  
come on back home. 

I 1  no" l i k e  that .  
I 1  

I 1  

Q. What was your op:i.nlon of your company colnri~ancler? 
A. He's the  bes t  1 have ever  h?.d, s ir .  He was cool  

under f i r e .  I have seen h.'Lm under f i r e .  '' He was s t r l c t ,  
t i g h t  as a--like t h a t  (doubling u.p h i s  fist), but he was 
fair and he was smart, wise i n  the  ways of maneuverhg EL 
Eat company. 

3 '  

Q. 

A. I knew t h a t  he d i d n ' t  l i k e  them, but 1 don ' t  thl.n!c 

Did  you ever  have reason t o  bel ieve t h h t  he would 
mistreat South Vietnamese Nntionals? 

he w0ul.d go out and de l lbc ra t e ly  clobber one and ju.s t  beat  
them i n t o  the  ground. I don't  think t h a t  would happen. 

Have you ever  seen e i t h e r  LT Galley o r  CPT Medinh, 
act from vengeance? 

Q. 

A. How so, sir? 

Q. 
A. No, s i r .  

. .  

$/ . '  
Go i n t o  an opera t ion  with a vendet ta .  

Q. 

A. No, sir. 

D i d  you ever  have a ph,otographer t h a t  wor:ied wi th  
C Co while you were with it? 

Q. Have you ever seen a booklet t i t l e d  t h e  Southern 
Cross? 

A. That  s the  Ameiical publ icat ion-  

Q. Yes. 
A. Yes; sir.  

Q. Is t h i s  an operat3onal publicati.on, o r  wha.t type .  ' 

A. It is a news publicati.on. . 
of publ ica t ion  i s  it? . 
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A. I thj.nlc USAHV did, United States Army, Vietnam. 
I might say, sJ.r', th<,.t pertalnlng to these Rules of En·· 
gagement, or anyth:lng that \'Ias put out general orders··wise, 
in my company, in C Co, lieutenants didn I t take any dl'ast:l.c 
measures w:1. thout gctt:i.ng pcrm:lss1on, and \'Ie I d--if someth:lng 
drastic was to happen or we wanted it to happen, \'Ield call 
the old. me.n and he would say fla.t out "no" llke that. He I d 
say, "Back up a couple of paces and look at the·situati6n 
and see if you can do something dlffer'cnt. If' you can It, 
corne on back home." 

Q. What 1'/aS your op:i.nion of your company commancleJ~? 
A. He I s the best r have ever had, sj.r. He \~as cool 

under fire. I have seen him under fire ... He \'las str:1.ct, 
tlght as a--l:tlce that (doubling up h:ts f:tst) , but he was 
faj.r and he Has smart, wlse :tn the ways of maneuvering a 
rat company. 

Q. Did you ever have reason to believe that he would 
m1streat South V1etnamese NCl.ttonals? 

A. I knevi that he dldn I t l:lke them, but I donI t tM.nlc 
he would go out and del:tberately clobbel' one and just beat 
them into the grouJ:1d. I don't th:lnlc that would happen. 

Q. Have you ever seen elther LT Calley or CPT Ned1na· 
act from vengeance? 

A. How so, slr? I 

~ Go into an operation w1th a vendetta. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. D1d you ever have .a photographer that worked w1th 
C Co ~Ihile you were w1th it? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. 
Cross? 

A. 

Have you ever seen a booklet titled the Southern 

That I s the Amer'lcal pubHcat:ton? 

Q. 
A. 

Yes. 
Yes; slr. 

Q. Is this an operat·ional publication, or what type, . 
or publ1cation is 1t? 

A. It is a news publ1catlon. . 
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Q. News? 
A. The one 3c saw was dated May'S8--yenJ May of 68, 

and i t  had l i t t l e  shor t  s t o r i e s  about the  u n i t s  wi th in  the  
Anierical, 1/2Dth, 3/lst, 4/36, the  96 units and 198 u n i t s  
and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
manded by LTC Edyin D. Deem, being I n  Vietnam, and such 
a.nd such a .date, and. t h i s  type of th ing .  

It vins l:ilce.the l./20th i s  com- 

Q. W:L t h photography? 
A. Yes, sir ,  there  were some p ic tures  in. there .  

Q. 
A. I d i d  have somewhere a t  home. 

Do you.have a copy of t h i s  document? 

Q. ' If you do have and if you f i n d  it, would you. br ing  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I sure i v i l l .  

Q, D i d  you ever have loud-speaker support on your 

it i n  tomorrow a,nd l e t  me make. a copy of it? 
t o  take  i t .  I want t o  ex t r ac t  somethj.ng from i t .  

I don ' t  want 

operat ions? 
A. Most of my-.-J: don' t  know what I want t o  say--my 

platoon operat ions,-no,  sir. 
a company operat ion.  . 

I cap only r e c a l l  one time on 

Q; 
A. From a chopper. 

Q. 

A. No-, si r .  

Q. 
A. What i s  h i s  f irst  name, sir? I had one i n  my mortar 

Q. 
A. I don' t  r e c a l l  one, s ir .  I am assoc ia ted  with two 

Q. T h i s  was Herbert L., PFC. 

How was the loud-speaker u t i l i z e d ?  

Do you know what the  broadcasts were concerned 
with? . .  

D i d  you ever  know a Spec ia l i s t  4 Carter? 

I mean i n  C Co. 
platoon i n  Schofield.  

Carters t h a t  I know Of. 

i A. No, sir. * .  
I .  Q. Do you remember t h e  body count on t h e  operat ion 
i which you previous1.y described t o  me? 

A. For the  Other u n i t s ,  no, sir,  I don ' t .  
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Q. News.? 
A. The one I saw was dated May'68--yefl, Nay of 68, 

and It had little short stories about the unitr, w:lthin the 
Americal, l/2Dth, 3/1st, 4/3d, the 96 unHs and 198 units 
and this sort of thing. It l'laS l:lke'the l/20th is com­
manded by LTC Edt'[;1.n D. Beers, being in Vietnam, and such 
and such a ,date, and thifl type of thing. 

Q. WHh photography? 
A. Yes, sir, there were some pictures in there. 

Q. Do you, have a copy of this document? 
A. I d:l.d have somewhere at home. 

15 Q. If you do have and if you find it, Imuld you, bring 
16 it in tomorrow and let me make a eopy of it? I don I 'G ~Iant 
17 to take it. I want to ext rae t somethlng from it. 
Ie A. Yes, sir, I sure ~ill. 
19 
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Q. Did you ever have loud-speake).' support on your 
operations? ' 

A. Most of my-··I don't know what I want to say--my 
platoon operations, no, sil.'. I ean only recall Ol1e ~ime on 
a company operation. 

Q; HoVi was the loud-speaker utilized? 
A. From a chopper. 

Q. 
\~ith? 

A; 

Q. 
A. 

platoon 
Q. 
A. 

Carters 

Q. 
A. 

Do you know what the broadcasts were concerned 

No, sir. ' 

Did you ever knOt ... a SpeciaJ.ist 4 Carter? 
vfuat is his first name, sir? I had one in my mortar 

in Schofield. 
I mean in C Co. 
I don't recall one, sir. I am associated' w:Lth two 

that I know of. 

This 1'laS Herbert L., PFC. 
No, sir. • 

Q. 
which you 

A. 

Do you remember the body count 
previously described to me? 
For the Other units, no, sir, I 

on the operation 
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Q. Not your casua l t ies - - the  enemy body count. 
A. ' I th ink  C Co got c r e d i t  f o r  one k i l l  t h a t  day. 

&. Have you ever  heard of a SGT Phu? 
A. * T h a t  m i g h t  be the  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  sir.' When you ?Ly 

the name i t  sounds famlliar. Sometimes I can ' t  .assoc$afc 
f aces  wi th  names, 

your operat ions a t  any time? 
Q. Did 'you observe l e a f l e t s  beliig p r i o r  t o .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. 

A. I can remember one occasion where I used a c i v i l i a n  

D i d  you ever use c i v i l i a n s  t o  point. out minefield.s 
ahead of your troops? 

with my point  man. 
a r ea .  He wasn't,  the  c i v i l i a n  wasn't the  l e a s t  worried. ;..€Id 
made it  r i g h t  off  the  way we were goiizg, s o  based on t h a t  .%re 
assumed everythin.g was a l l  r i g h t  and proceeded t o  march.' 

We were walking through a questfonable 

', 

Q. What was , the  burpose of us ing  him? I 
A. We f igured  i f  he showed s igns  of fe?r o r  was afra3.d 

Before an opera t ion  was it normal f o r  the  comptiliy . .  

He br ie fed  the  Ieaders, sir, the  platoon leaders . .  

we would s t a y  out  of' th8.t area. , .  

,. ,. 

Q. 

A. 
-'..commander t o  br ie f  the  company? . 

If it  was a platoon opera t ion  he'd ca l l  the  l i eu tenan t s  i n '  
and say, ::O. K., you i n  3d Platoon are gding t o  t h i s  l oca t ion  
tomorrow. He would have stand-.by mfssions f o r  the  o ther  

. l i eu t enan t s .  For example, one l ieu tenant  and h i s  platoon.. . 
would be on a l e r t  t o  move out i n  case'something happened to.  
my platoon. The o ther  piatoon would assume the  defense O f  
t h e  perimeter.  If t he re  was something t h a t  needed t o  be 
explained t o  t h e  company or i f  there  was a p a r t i c u l a r  morale 
problem o r  something 0; t h i s  nature  CPT Medina would c a l l  u s  .' ' 

why i t  happened, and t h i s ' i s  what we are going t o  t r y  t o  do. 

Badge. C' Co w a i ' i n  country b'efore any o ther  company i n  the 
11th  Brigade. 
e lse ,  Well, it j u s t  so '  happens tha t -one  platoon was sl.ngl.ed 
out  by General Lipscomb t o  recommend CIB!s. He personally,  
came down t o  present  them, and everybody i n  the  company was 

a l l  toge ther  and say, Look, t h i s  is what happened, t h i s  i s  II  

' For example, t h e  award of t h e  CIB, Combat Infantryman 

Our company was e l i g i b l e  f o r  CLB's  before anyone. 
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Q. Not your cusualties--the enemy body count. 
A. I thinlc C Co got credit for one kill that day. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a SGT Phu? . i! 
A.· That might be the interpreter, s:1.r'. When you pay 

the name it sounds fam:lliar. Sometimes I can't associate' 
faces wj.th names. . 

• 
Q. Did you observe leaflets belng dropped prior to' 

your operations at any tJ.me? I 
~ ~,sJ.r. ' 

Q. Dld you evelO use cJ.vilians to polnt out minef:i.eIds 
ahead of your troops? 

A. I can remember one occasion where I used a civilian 
with my pOint man. We were wallcing through a questj.onable 
area. He Iqasn't, the ei"J.l1an \'lasn't the least ~lOrried .. He 
made J. t rJ.ght off the ~,ay we ./ere gOing, so based on that .Me 
assumed everythJ.ng waS all right and proceeded to march.' 

Q. \-Ihat was. the purpose of using him? I '. 
A. vie fig;uredJ.f he showed Signs of fear or \'IUS afra:l.d 

we would stay out of' th8.t area. ! .. 
Q. Before an operatJ.on waS J.t norma,1 for the company 

. c.ommander to brief the company? 
A. He briefed the leaders, sir, the platoon leaders. 

If it was a platoon operation he'd call the lieutenants in 
and say, "0. K., you in 3d Platoon ar'e g61ng to this location 
tomorrow. " He would have stand-,by missions for the other' 
lieutenants. For example, one lieutenant and his platoon' 
would be on alert to move out in case· something happened to 
my platoon. The other piatoon would assume the defense of 
the perimeter. If tqere was something that needed to be 
explained to the company or if there was a particular morale 
problem or somethJ.ng of this na·ture CPT r~edina would call us 
all together and say, "Look, this is what happened, this is 
why it happened, and this is w)1at we are going to try to do." 

. For example, the award of the eIB, Combat Infantryman 
Badge'. C Co \<las' in country be:fore any other company in the 
11th Brigade. Our company VIas eligible for CLB' s before ?-nyone 
else. Well, it Just so happens that·one platoon VIas s:l.ngled 
out by General Lipscomb to recommend CIB's. He personally. 
came dOlm to present them, and everybody in the company \<las 
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f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  badly about i t  because we f igurcd  we h.ad 
a l l  earned them a s  wel l  as t h i s  one platoon.  The old man 
got the  company toge ther  a.nd sa id ,  Look, t h i s  i s  the  way I I  

. .  it is.” 
. .  . .,, 

’Q. On opera t iona l  b r i e f ings  d l d  he ever c a l l  thk 

A. No, sir. 

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. What was h i s  job? 
A. He was grenadier  f o r  awhile. 

company toge ther  t o  t e l l  them what the operat ion was? 

. I  .’ , .  

Did  you know a PFC Pedriclc? 

Q. I n  which platoon? 
A. Mine, s i r .  

, .  : ’  .. . , 
, .  ,,., 

. ... , 
~ 

Q. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. 

A. No, sir. 

D i d  you ever  see PFC Pedrick conduct hlmself i n ’  
.. . any abnormal menndr i n  combat? 

I 
D i d  you eve r  observe any of your personnel i n . t h e  .., . 

u n i t  ind iscr imina te ly  shooting c i v i l i a n s ?  , I ’  ’ 

. I  

.Q. Do you know i f  a company-size u n i t  submitted an I 

a f t e r - a c t i o n  repor t  of an operation? 
A:. . It may have, s ir . ,  I . d o n t t  know. . . .. ~. . , . : . . a , . .  

. . .  . 
Q. Did you say tha t  you commanded a company ove r  

A. Yes, sir.  1 never submitted an a f t e r - ac t ion  

Q., There vras no requirement’for  you t o  do t h i s ?  
A. No, sir. Usually the S3 kept a p r e t t y  t i g h t  l i d  

on opera t ions  and any s t a t i s t i c s  o r  apything pe,cuJiar t h a t  
happened t h a t  needed t o  be brought out ,  the  S3 was r i g h t  
‘ there ,  Johnny on the spot .  

there a t  one time? ..I’ 

r e p o r t .  . .  

. ’  
Q. That i s  the  b a t t a l i o n  S 3 ? .  
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do.you know t h e  major enemy u n i t  which was 
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feeling pretty badly about it because we f:lgUl'cd we had 
all earned them as 11ell as this onc platoon. ~'he old man 
got the company together and said, "Look, this is the I'lay 
it is.'f 

'Q. On operational 
company together to tell 

A. No, sir. 

briefings d:Ld he ever call the 
them what the operation was? 

Q. Did you know a PFC Pedrick? 
A. Yes, sj.r. 

Q. What was his job? 
A. He ~Ias grenadier for awhile. 

Q. 
A. 

In which platoon? 
Mine, sir. .'.' 

Q. Did you ever see PFC Pedriclc conduct himself in" 
any abnormal manner in combat? 

A. No, sir. 
I 

Q. Did you ever observe any of your 'personnel in the 
unit indiscriminately shooting civilians? 

A. No, sir. 

.Q. Do 
after-action 

you know if a company-size unit submitted ari 
report of an operation? 

A. It may have, sir. Itlon't knoN., 

Q. 
there at 

A. 
report. 

Did you say that you commanded a company over 
one time? ,/ 
Yes, sir •. I never submitted an after-action 

Q. There was no requirement'for you to do this? 

... ' ... 

A. No, sir. Ufiually the 83 kept a pretty tight lid 
on operations and any statistics or al).ything pe9',11iar that,. 
happened that necded to be brought out, the 83 was right 
'therc, Johnny on the spot. • 

Q. That is the battalion 83? . 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know the major enemy unit which was 
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. .  .. . 
, ,  

opera t ing  :in thk a rea  o f  operat lons of C Co durii?c'.the t i m a . . .  
you. were. with the company? ..;, 

A. X don ' t  reca.11 i t ,  s i r .  

Q.. Wheve d i d  you get the  :infornation t h a t  ARVN would 
. .  
, . '  

not  go i n t o  the  m e a  whlch you described? 
P. R~lmor, sir .  . . '' 

Q. Have you ever  bcen given 8.r; i n t e l l i gence  brLefing? 
A. No, s i r .  

Q. How d i d  you normally ge t  informa,tlon ,reg.ardlng ,. ' t he  
enemy s i tua t ion?  . .  

.\ A. Prom the  commander, sir. 

Q.. Do YOU have any fur th .er  information concerning the  
~ 

.. , 
matters .we-ha;e discussea? 

.. , A. No, sir, not  t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  . i:: . I  

'! 
.1 Q. No add i t iona l  testimony? . .  

A. No, sir. ' '* 
. .  

i. - Q. CPT Hau.clc, t h i s  i s  an o f f i c i a l  i nves t lga t i an .  ' It 
i s  pr iv i leged  i n  the sense t h a t  the  repor t  will be made t o  
the Chief of S ta f f  of the  Army f o r  such use a3 he deems 
appropr ia te .  You are orderecl not t o  discuss! th:Ls inves t i -  
ga t ion  o r  t he 'ques t ions  and answers covered during this.  
in te rv iew except as you otherwise may have a right t o  do..so 
i n  accordance with law. 

. , ;  

. .  
A. Yes, sir, I underatand. 

Q. 
. I 

~ - c- , . 

Thank you.. very much, I appreciate-d it . 
(The witness was excused.) 

I 
p! 
: ,I 
'9 

(The foregoing testimony of CPT Robert L. ..Hauck was 
taken s tenographica l ly  and t ranscr ibed  by A l b e r t  F. Smith, 
Supervisory Shorthand Reporter, Office of The Inspec tor  
General, Headquarters, Department of the  Army.) 
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• 
operat1.ng :Ln the urea of operatJons 
you were· ~Ii th the company? 

A. I don't recall it, slr .. 

of CCo durlng .the time' 
".' ... 

Q. • vJhel'e d:ld you get the :tnformatioti that ARVN Vlould 
not go into the area whtch you described? 

". Rnmor, sir. . 

Q. Have you ever been given ari intelligence brief:lng? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Ho\~ did you normally get informat:l.on .regarding ,the 
enemy situation? 
, A. l<'rom the commander, sll'. 

Q. Do you have any further tnf'ormat:ton concerning the 
matters.we have discussed? 

A. No, sir, not that I can think of. 

Q. 
A. 

No additional testimony? 
No, sir. ' 

., 

Q. CPT Hauclc, this is an official invesJ:l.gatiOl1. 'It ~' 
is privileged 1n the sense that the report ~Iill be made to 'c r 
the Chief of Staff of the Army for such use as he deems 
appropriate. You are ordered not to discuss'th:ls investi­
gation or the' questions and anSl1ers covered during this. 
intervicI'l except as you otherwise may have a right to do, so 
in accordance with lal'l. 

A. Yes, sir, I underatand. 

Q. Thank you,ver~ much, I appreciate it. 

(The witness was excused.) 

(The foregoing testimony of CPT Robert L.Hauck Vias 
taken stenographically and transcribed by Albert F. Smith, 
Supervisory Shorthand Reporter, Office of The Inspectol' 
General, Headquarters, Department of the Army.) , 
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