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. For more tha~h"enty years how the United States
has b,een continuouslY . pursuing a policy first of
. brazen intervention then of brutal aggre'ssion in Vietnam, negating the Vietnamese people's right to selfdeterinination, and other fundamental tights,.cyni_
cally trampling underfoot all international law; and
very seriously threatf)ning th<;l, peace and security of
the world peoples. .
.
. 'The horriblecrirnes so' far perpetrated daily by the,
American 'irnperialists on the Vietnam soil, especially
silice the stepping-up of their aggressive War .against
VietJ!lam, must. bebrol\ght;.tolighL in thei~ full
. aspects .. andseg;uences,:with;a view ·toasterne.r
concl,<mmation "'If :theA)nericanlmperiillists' II,ggres- .
sivesohernll, .and denunciati<,m of, their t~(le nature an extNrn~lo' :stubbotn\xea~tionavy, Iiarb.arous:and
brutal one..,." tQ.~l)eWoI'ld andtb.e. AmericarU'leoPles..

With this aim in view, th~ Democratic Republic of
Vietnam Commission for Investigation on the Ameri.
can impJrlalists'war crimes' in' Vretnam win' succes·:
sively make known to the public at home and abroad
dbcuments, relating to the 'American imperialists'
.crimes in Vietnam,

. .'
After more than eighty years of persistent struggle
against the French colonialists' domination, by their
successful August 1945 General Insurrection, the
Vietnamese people had smashed up an shac,ldes of
slavery, wrested back their right to be mas~ers of
, their"
own, '-,destiny
and' founded, the DemOcratic
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Republic' of Vietnam., t an independent and soverei~
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,From that v,ery, time; nevertheless, the, AIiril,erican '
illlperialistil began to ilkterferein Vietl1am and: Indo",
:ohil),a;"caj'rying' @ut!lnever"crucler 'polLel)'bUnter"
venHon and aggression, taking this,par,boitbe,world
f.man hnI/Ori'Wt1)nk,in. ,the,cl'\a~n,~+:~h,eir: gl(>pal
&~rfl'tegy, ,
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If '

Jdnthe prbcessof their' 'sWitggle,tosa£eguard
fuC1l:'epencl'enee ,lind di'eedont,1 'th~ 'Vietnamese p$ople
, > have;htany a: ~i.t(tel frustxateclth!l'Pel'ftdious m~di\ll"
, ' vi'es:lllf 'thE!' \.'\meri-c,im .1nitpeI'i!Uists,: lthei)' ;ilUs~~et; ~h~
Am!ita~ali)iQP1it~CiN~dl, , Qlililrtg ':Kt4~sh~k,"rniillftall}'$ts

,fl1,(J~¥tlrjj}!{$ietnam-,Mteated •. the!Fp.ench;·c'(i!1<1¥Pi4'11ats~'
W'&¥.~£ig~~$JlIf)h'of'W:htl1\ath'edli\lt~i!l;$tat<illde~a~ecl··.'
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80 per cent of the expenditures, foiled the A'ineriaan

imperiaiists"plottb'prolong a:nd,extend'war at the
moment when the DienbienpJ1U campaign Was going
on and when the, Geneva C,oufer",nce was in session.
With the' signing 01 the 1954 Geneva ,Agreements;
pea,¢eWas restored in"Indochina on'the"basisof
recognition of the Vietnamese;' Cambodlari and Lao
peopl~s" furidameniaf national rights ~ sovereignty,
independence, unity and terr!torial'integrity- whICh
the' representative of' the, United States Government
at theConfererice had to'pledge to respect.
Since then, theUnlted States has been unremittiiigiyapplyirig "neyer' inore b~azei'l pol\cyof Interventl?n and,'aggressionin,iiri attempt to'perpetuate
the partition of Vietnam, turn' Sbuth Vietnam into
an Amefidan ',ne\v-type C61qriy'andmi1t.tary base"
systematicallysab.otage the 1954 Geneva Agreements
o~ Vietnam, and prepar~ iofekindle war. 'l'heAmer.i
!can i!TIperi~lisfs',' perfidi9uS ',manreuvresandneocoloniaXistni~thodsha:ve metwith'strong and resolilte
oppoi'itiqhfro!TI,'th~, $outbVietnan1ese people. But
W~~ ;s.fil!p,~t~~~t, in' ~n~li' s~hen1e6~ a~gression ~~d .
enslaye n1ent, trying to stay ,Tn South \'letr'la and'
lll nQW
~a:gin~there a' realwatoI aggr~ssiortwlIidh'
thre~tens t;;;~xteii:d tbtrie wh6!e'of Indochina': £tom
carrying out a "sp<;lcial war" using puppettl'oops'as
; 101'1", mliihforces atil:he"begmningthey';have nbw
cornmittild"to" Elollth"Vieillam It !300;OOO":6ddstvong
Al1ierlcaW eXl?edlti0naryforc~,; "from: the'South
'Vietr,,:a),riqja'ttl'eaeld, thEly haveie:Ji:tehded,the war to
NortifVtetna'M, ~ustering, their'a1ir' lind' 1;)1)."111 f0~oes
a-g.;tih~1i;tille,,'Delnocrlttitf~bh"c" ot,'Vietnam, ,an

independent and sovereign country, and now preparing for new,extremely ·dangerous steps in their
escalation:
..The United States Government itself has laid bare
before the American people and .the peoples allover
tile world its stubjJorn aggressive and extremely
bellicose nature' which no' professions of "peace" or
"humanitarianism" nor deceitful and perfidious
rp.anoeuvres can cover up.
The war waged by the United States in Vietnam is
the most barbarous and brutal war in history because
the whole modern war machine at the disposal of a
country possessing the mightiest economic and militarY potential in. the imperialist camp has been put
into action to deny the rights to self-determination,
independence and. freedom to a people resoi:ved to
fight to the end for the defenc~ of their sacred
naUonalrights; It .~~ the most barb~ous and brutal
· "!'arLin history be9aus~, challenging human conscience
· alldinternationl;!11aW, tile. A,me,ican imperialists have
shrunk from.no savl!geanq base means, including the
.lIse
poison. gases that the. Hitlerite fascists dar;ed
' .. nqtl'e~ort. to, in.. an . atterp.pt to. bend1;he will: for
· iMepenqence.and' sover~ignty of it. heroic people
" who,. had rather make eVcerYsi)crifice than to
siirrenctet. '. .
.'
,...... '. .
' ..
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'In waging an,!lggressiv:e .~a~. in Vietnam .~nd .'
,UElgatingthefundamental national rights,. of the
· Vietnanlesepe()ple,tha.t iSi in!lependenqe, sove,eigl'l':
ty,uniw,': terrltoriaJintegrity, in;;z,epudiatingthl'!
$'en'iiVaAgre~Ple\1* it: ~ndertQok,to r.esp.ec.t".ln
.lntrjilgingupen. int$l.'natIOJ;laI.
law,. th.e, Ul'l~t~d$t\lt~
.
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Government has committed a crime of aggression,
an inte,rnationa! crime sternly condemned ,by
mankind,
In waging an aggressive war in Vietnam, 'the
United States Government has 'at the same time
committed a crime against peac¢, because the American 'aggressive war has sabotaged peace in" Indo~
china, ana posed the gravest' ,threat to peace in
'SouthElast Asia and In the world; Jt has complet'lly
negated the most elemental'y pI'inCiples of interna~
tional law which rule the relations among nations;'
While carrying out their, aggression against Vietnam in im attempt to subdue the Vietnamese people
and attain' their' goal of aggression and 'enslavement.
the American imperialists, in ,defiance of):1uman
conscienc~ and, ethics and of' intertiatlonal law/have
recoiled' froin no inhuman means of War, 'Their
artillery, ail' force and navy haveundertak'enwanton
and massive bombardments; They have beeni.lsirtg
napalm; phosphorous,ftagtnentat\onoombs, various
kinds Of' noxious chemicals and gases, They, ,have
herded'into concentration camps, persecuted and m;'ts"'
, s,acred 'civilians, ,be' 'they old people, women or
chHdren, They have manhandled and,tprtur~d' Libera.
tionarmymen, andciviliansarr,estedbythem;, Tqey
have destroyed' villages,' townships and'9ities;and
series of public ,utilities,' crops" dykes' and hydraulic
works· in 'an' attempt; to starve, milJions'onpeople;
'. They' .have.gon.:vto, such; length .o~ barbarity; and
crueliy as tdll-~e,the Vletna~ battleft'E.ld as a testing
grQjlnd for thee~perimenMion of th<;!i:rwar strat¢gy
!mtl4I1ctics;andnlode~p.let~af.we!!pons,I1>1,nega:tLng>

.'

.'~.

-

.

,.

-

'

.

9

the'tights, to live and all fundamental national rights
of the Vietnamese people the United States, Government has committed the most heinous war crimes and
,rimes ,against humanity.
'I:he, .!!bove-mentioned crimes" perpetrated by, the
warUke/1-nd inhuman American imperialists, h!!-ve
ob"iously surpassed thos,e of the Hitler~,te(lemons in
gravity" barbarity and brutality., In ~omm1tti,ng a
Qrimeof."ggression,.crimes against peace and humanIty" the Uni,ted States Government hascomrnitted
the. ,supre,me in~ernationa! crime.
',IChe American iI)lperialists are the biggest war crimina!s in our times, as the South Vietnam National
Frbn.tf6r ):,lberation rightly put it. Theya.re' not only
the~worri
enemy
Qf the Vietnamese people,
btit al~.o:
".
'. ; : ,.
-'
th,e mOst d".n~erous enemy of the world !'''"o,ple~. "
., !;r'he Vie1:namese nation is possessed of a"millenary
iji,!\t<?ry, Ill\d a, traditional,. valiant and unbending
struggle against foreign aggression, to defend its,
independence, freedom and unity,:
'Today, faced with, the American imperialists' brU, taL ,aggxession which threatens the very. existence
o£, tb:enation," anti confronted with the United states
extremely dangerous and mUch" advertized "peaoe
l1ego1Jati<)ns">tirick on one hand,anil feverish prepa,
llations,;j!oAwar intensification Qnd expansion in Vietnan'!:<'lFl;theothe,r;',the whole people of Vietnam from
S0uth !tal \Nb+tli.%re determined, to fight to, the end-to
frustrate.·the Vnited ,States aggression, ,and itS,
eniila'/eOlenct S'~heiri~,
the~ight toUvein
,In!de~)endeI1Ge '<ip.4tMle:dolm', ,and tO~Qil the Amerie~~:
Il,lthccOlni~(gdrY"!I'eltildlif< :~'1:ral:egil'c'.,(!o\.lnter.ofll~l'lS!i,v.~r
"":,

"

'

"

'.

The Vietnamese people, all to a man, will devote
all their mental and physical energy to translate into
deeds President Ho Chi Min.h's appeal: "F0r the
defence of the independence of the Fatherland and
for the fulfilment of our obligations to the peoples
struggling against American imperialism, our people
and army, united as one )Ilan, will·resolutely fight till
complete victory whatever the, sacrifices and hardships maybe".
For the sake of peace and justice in the world, for
the sake of independence, freedom of all nations, and
for the sake of a genuine independence and real peace
in Vietnam, the Vietnamese people and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam make
,an earnest appeal to the peoples and governments of
the fraternal socialist countries, the .peace-and-justice-Ioving countries, all men.of conscience the world
over, and to the American people who have a democratic tradition, to denounce and condemn with greaterforce and persistence the American imperialists'
aggressive war and intolerable crimes in Vietnam, to .
resolutely and unreservedly support the just stand of
the Vietnamese people. The American imperialists
, must respect the fundam~ntal national rights of the
,Vietnamese people, put an end to their aggressive
war in Vietnam,stop the bombing Of, and other war
acts against, ,the Democratic' Republic of "Vietnam,
disinantle all 'American ' military' bases, withdraw all
,American and satellite troops and weapons from
"South Vietnam,and leave the Vietnamese people to
decide their own destiny.

Hanoi; 0ctober 31,1966
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I. MASS'ACRE OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION

In April 1966, U.s. Defence Secretary McNamara,
testifying in U.S, Congress and answering the
Senators who wonderec\,whether the production of
iAmericart'bbmOs,metwa,,>needs:a/'firmed that the
pt6al\'ction of'a.:ircraft, b0lUbs, for' 1.966 woulc\ re,.eh
, on~fuiiiiijn tons cifwhich 6{j8;OOO would be poured
&iIYre'trtlim:\dllrip,g tniewhorey~ar: The figure; for
'19,65weie~50;OOO\,' ttns:'61,OOQ,tor\S ,oL):)ombswere '
shb~ered ~v~r' VI~tn~in iI1June;a'nd 91,000 in July,
'X<i~~rt)\~gto:A~P')Mb:N'iirliai!l further,said ,that the '
':in~fithl'Y' ay.!r~ge irtth~' sebond half, of 1966 surpass.MW·9uafit~~y ,bf):)o/t;1bsr,~leaS~deMh month <i)!
"ov~t,~Ur8R~J?dAfripa;d,1Jring''Wor1dWar
II.
'.',
,.
" hApll.rt!rpm.\h\"s!a:b,oIllbings,,1 w,e have tQ lp-elltion',
wan,1()n,pQ,~1lc;!,ings\ :<?t.'Nnl<\g~s;bl( heavy an,(;l )lltr<l, 'W1!Il1f/)!\tt!Qel,'y.,.<IIl,c\. ).1\tt,~ts()£thilSev~p,th1l'leet.~¢ifter '
"f~pqr;t~q'8Ji). ¥:eb,tli!1:Y,M; 1~6~,t.haHn ,()nemq'ut4 ,the
,u.S, troQPs1\r~d ,in'Sliuth Watl;f~~;' ...• " . .:,; .,...
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"'napalm,l've "aeen the bodies

'olchild~en

and

womeJ;1 :disme~Q~ved by bombs. _'tve -seeri-:~m" op,r
'villages levelled to the-,gro~nd.",··· . ,." " _', _ .-

l'at;tic1l1!l'l'ly atrocious i~ the uS"e of' napiimwhich
makes 'areal ocean of, fite where CI'IHdren;"yoinen
'~n(;jo1ape6p;Ie' are, literally roasted', Those WhdSllr"V!ve gethorribl~'btitns:'Never before.has Ilapaim
, 'J!,l!.ep..used onstich alarge scale,' After,ilirandaI'tH',
)E1~' 'bohlbardments 'U:8. <troops begin tbmop'"up
vii1~g",s;'destroy'whattemains, Mow up underground
,
"'
POP\)l!\tii;ll1.\lai\(~,ta\<:en, re~uge,
W'ql'lleA,

',tp

American command denied the fact, but the pictures
shown by NBC TV agency atld the detailed account
made by a U.P.I. correspondent compelled the U.s.
command's spokesman to 'Idmitthat it was actually
the 1st batt'llion of the 5th regiment of the U.S. First
Airmobile. Cavalry Divisjon which had destr()yed the
two villages on the ground that
{,'These two villages constitute a danger for- the
First' Airmobile Cav~lry Division., Our armymen
had b1:lrned the~ so that the enemy might not
make. ,use of them."

It is evident that according to such logic any

village in South Vietnam constitutes a danger for the
American invader, because the "enemy'" is the people
in their entirety. The U.S. rulers speak about their
doles to, the Vietnamese people. The G.I.'s .9istribute
sw"ets to chtldren, American .physicians even take
care of those burned by napalm: all the above hypO,
crisy only points to the 'horrors of a war waged in
Gomplete disregard of' all international conventions,
all international ethi~s Which strictly prohibit any
harm to the . civilian population in the course . of
militqry operations, . .
. . .
'. ,InSotith. \7ietnam, {day and night, under U.S, air,
craft .and attilleryfi.re, entir.e villagesarebl.\riled,
razed. to the grQund. The' inhahitatlts dllprived @f
their . provisions, and having lost. alltheirp,l'operty,
are .compelled to liv'e in underground shelters and till
their.. lands in nighHime. But in the night, U.S;'
. planes. try to detect with ,flares anysiims .oflifeon .
immense areas. It Isa fierce, merciless war waged

!tgainsta.n entire people with aU the more feroclOUIlness as the defeats suffered by the U.S. expeditionary force ililcrease in bitterness. At present, it "is
difficult to give the full number of victims, villages
or dWellings destr6yed and burnt down, but to realize
the size of the crimes suffice it to look at the fabulous
figures published by the' U.S. authorities themselves:
638,000 tons of bombs per year, the bulk of which
poured in South Vietnam, a territory no bigger than
Switzerland, millions of rockets per month and how
many napalm and phosphorous bombs .

•

• •
.Can the civilian population who live in U;S.-contr611ed areas escape .such atrocities? The rllost ferocious repressions prevail there, while ·the herding of
the people into concentration 'camps dubbed "strategic hamlets" in Diem's time; and now labelled "new
life hamlets", is continUing!
.
.
.. Tile American advisers had set tip throughthe:t{go
. Dinh Diem regime from 1954 to 1963' '!i .typicallJ
fas~istregirtle:Which triedtb. eliminate physica.r1Y all
'oppi!inents. Were accused of· beihg"VietOorig':' (dorll'"
munists)!ind'there1ol'e'liabl~ to the n'losthorr(ble
ti'Jrt~J:es;:to . immediateexecutioIJ;;' deportation,all.
th6sewhohad'taken part in the IIbe'ration war waged
fi'@m.1945tor954against,.Frenchcolonialis,m, .those
. ",~
'Wh.',0 advecated the hOld!.ng .ofgenerale~eat.lons.to ..
·teuni<J!y
the 'country, the peasantswhQ, prCDtested '" ::.
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~galnst the grabbing of their land by the iand,own~r§,
the workers who demanded a wage, lift, theintellec'
tuals who deplored the depravation of national cuI'
ture by American films, the capitalists who complained of the glutting of national market with American
goods.
Since the collapse of Diem, a new decree has outlawed not only the "communists", but alsb the
"neutralists""Tortures, summary executions continue
and the whole world'still remembers the execution
on October 1'5, 1964 of young electrician NGUYEN
VAN TRO! followed by so many others, In jails,
penitentiaries, detainees continue to be imprisoned
for years without. imy trial. Treatment meted out to
prisoners-of-war - most often simple civilians
arrested at random during terrorist raids-reaches the
peak of barbarity.
Where the G.I. 's succeed in maintaining their control,
the effort to herd the population into "new me hamlets" continues. Everybody knows what this appellation means: the peasants massed behind barbed-wire
. fences, forbidden to go out, to gather in. groups of
more than three persons; the administration which.
s~izes all food reserves to.distribute them day by day
. to the. families, the strict and, daily check .of goings
and comings, visits, daily chores. The' Saigonsbirri
and tortllrers daily sow terror in these hamlets. Today, the great majority of strategic hamlets have
J;>een demolished by a tenacious and heroiC struggle
of millions of People. The Americans savag¢ly bomb
the hamlets which. have liberated themselves.'
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From 1954 to 1965, -the .. numher of, victim~'
amounted .to:.
-- 170,000 killed
- 800,000 woulldedor tortured to disability
.,- 400,000 detained in jails and. penitentiaries
- 5 million people herded into concentration
camps.
At ,present, orily one. fifth of the'territory.remains,
under U.S; control, b1,lt, th~. ·same· methods. cOntinue..
American poLiqy, militarYQr politiCal, 'is 'essentialllY
directed against the :whole. civilianpQPulation..

H. OHEMICAL WARFAIUl
Since 1961, in South Vietnam, the U.S. command
has been r(!sorting, to. methods that Hitler himself
didn't dare to use ; chemical warfare has been waged
daily on an increasing scale.. Officially, it is claimed
that only "defoliants" aimed at destroying leaves are
.employe~. But since' .1961,manY American newspapers have revealed that the chemicals used "turn
the. rice fields yello.w and destroy all the crops,"
(Newsweek,November 27, 1961) and "must play an
important role in the plans to cut off the communists
from all sources.oLsupplies," (New York Times,
.January.22i ,cl91)2).. The,purpose is clear: .w)1en the
" Ame:rican: find puppet troops Call1lQt control a regio.n,'
,aU cits, ~rqps 'mu$t l:!e .destroyed to st.arv~ the people
into. ,sttl'render, Who'le t"lgions like Bentreprovin.ce
,for exalJlple hav~"been sprayed with lTario.us no.xious
,·chemtc:ais."Whiehnotonly have'de&ttoyedthecrops
·l1atal·so:caused"many,easesoi'poisonlng.among.·th e
. population. Every\Vhe~e, afte'r the passage.· of U.s.
:plll!les,'the,sar,ne BCSlle .of·!ilesolation-is- seenl rice
turning yeUo,w, banQna~trees, coco-tr~es and other
ifruit';wees w~th~ed, poultry, fish' dying, woI)ten,
chHdr~p:,'old <aM ~jck .p~ople affected by -colic,
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diarrhoea, vomiting and often frightful burns. The
weakest victims often die because of this poisoning.
Since April 1963, analyses made by the Liberation
Red Cross showed that the chemicals used are as
follows:
1. 2.4D or dichlorophenoxyacetic acid
2. 2.4, 5T or trichlorophenoxyacetic acid
3. arsenious anhydride or arsenic trioxyde
4. arsenites of alcalin and terreous alcalin metals:
Na, Ca
5. arsenates of sodium, calcium, lead, manganese
6. 2.4 dinitrophenol DNP
7. dinitro-orthocresol DNC
8. calcic cyanamide.
The areas sprayed increased sharply from year to
year:
1962 .
H,o.Go. hectares
.30.0.,0.0.0. hectares
1963
1964
50.0.,0.0.0.' hectares
1965
70.0.,0.0.0. 'hectares.
.tn 1965, 150,00.0. persons fluffered in various degrees.
'frompoisohing sym:ptomsafterthese sprayings.The
New York Times on September 9" 1966 disclosed .tha:t
new C.123 planesb,ad been sent to step up 'chemical
warfare in South Vietnam. 'TIhe U.S ruling circles
again materia!lize the .old' dream of Attila who
.boasted that wherever· he· passed, .' even grass' could
not: grow.
. ,
.
,Another particUlarly odious· aspect of this·chemical
warfare is the use of toxic gas; Nguyen Khanh,
f<i1rmer So.uti:\ Vietnam puppet: prime minrster, ·re"
vealedthatsince the beginningo{,t964,. Sai:gon had
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already had it at its ,disposal (Reuter, March 22,
r\}6'5). The firsr important operation where gas was
,used took place on JanuarY 25, 1965, against Phulac
village, Phuyen province. The village received
showers of explosive and napalm bombs, and thel;l
gas bombs : to, force the people out of their under·
ground shelters. In that maJitner, no ,inhabitant could
escape the bombs and sheUs.cWith this com1;>ined
action 'of toxic gas andofcair :bombingsand artillery
shelliiigli nbbodY enjoys immunity in a village under
attack; We ,are at the height 01 bar1;>arity.
World opinion was alerted when on September 5,
1961), the G.tis emptied 48 containers of 'gas into
l,mderground shelters, killing 35 persons, most ofthem

ji

, are women and Children. In ,face of thereactipn of
,world opinion the Pentagon 'placed the responsibility
for tJi,e offi,rlC~S on Leon Utter who commanded the
operation. But' since'" the, 'end' of September,
Washington has given full powers' to the, U.S. com:maitd in,5aigon to use toxic gases which ar~ ri6w
part of the G.L's routine equipment ,iii 'South
Vietnam.'"
, , ' , ' , c' c' , " ,

TheU.$,:Qificial~ by]:)o mellnstry 'to d~ny the use
of the gases, They only claim that t!:tese gases are not
!it aU ~o¥ic,aJ:)d.a~e ev\?n:'hum:anr'; weapons. BU,{ Clll
January '12, 1966, Australian, Corpor~l, RO,bert B\lwtell fainted - and died- When he' tded to enter with
a mask ona sbelter that he had just sprayed ,with
gas. ,Six other Australians, also with masks, who
came to his rescue ,were seriously poisoned., The
seven Australians wore masks ; we can thus easily

imagine, the condition' of \Vomen and children witho1.lt
masks, literally sprinkled with ,toxic gas in"their
shelters where they were' hiding .
. ' The analyses and revelations of the press showed
that the gases in use "bear conventional denominatiens
CN,'CS, DM, VR,LSD25. Such gases as CN(chloro'acetophenone), DM(diphenyl aminoarsine or. adamsite),and CS (thiophosgene) are extremely corr.Qsive
for the respiratory and digestive mucous 'membranes
and are lethal in doses of a few millig,rammes.
In order to Justify, tWs barbarity; WashingtOn
officials invoke the fact tha,t t\1e, U.S. Senate didn't
rilotifY)h!/ 1925 Gelleva proi:o~Qrwhichp,p.hibited
the use of gases as means of warfare. Will a,murderer
who does not recognize a lawacc~pted by'aILhot;test
pe(jpte, be lesscriminiil?
, '", " " , , '
,Th~ U.S. command has also resorted to poisons to
, r~nder, unusable £00<:1 rese~~El~. salt, water, in the
r#gi<;>ns,th8,t. it canp.otcqntroLThe)\e/l,cllpaper
•• firxPr~$s,'January 10, 1966,' de~cdbe:ahow the,t)".fij.
Air )."or,ce', c;le~~t with" num,erous reglons,'?f tj}e J;iigh
Plateaux in South Vietnam:'
,'" "',' , " "" "
.,",

"

"The water wellS will be pol~one(j" the cattle
"~l"ught.red; the 'mEiI~e fieldll, napij1Irted."
. _',_"
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III. AN

EXPE~IMeNTAL

WA~

All the weapons and taxies abundantly supplied by
modern technology are also used on 'an experimental
basis by the, Americans in Vietnam, When "speciaL
warfare" ,was launched in 1961, after, Lyndon
Johnson's visit, to Saigon, the experimental character
or' the war, was immediately emphasized, for it is in
Vietnam that weapons and tactics to be empioyed
in other c~untries against national-liberati~nrilOve
ments must be tested, Constant research is don~ to
increase the efficiency' .of the heaviest bombers,'and
to 'achieve the' best tYl?e of amphibious tanks; test
is made on the effectiveness ofa series of 'jets, heli"
copters, flying boats, ultra"rapid machine·guns,' and
phosphorous bombs:
Chemical wellPons, defoliants, and combat 'gases
are paid 'special attention, A Mobile,: ResearcnTeam
,belonging to,ihe; Bacteriblogicaland ' Chemical
Warfare ',Jnstitute; No. 406 Was transferred from
Japah:to', Soutih J/ietrram;, ,and ,theu'i:\.command
plans ,to jntroduce' some, WilsVGerman, a!i'my, special
,)lnitsto perfect. ti}e' production ,and ,the utilization
.oi,chemicals in :SoU;th Vietnam. Harward,' Uniyer~i~y's Ameri~~n, $Ci~ritisVPr ',~id!lle Wl'otElti}at to

bring the war to a quick end, the U.S. authorities
would lay increasing emphasis on chemical weapons.
Psychic-effect gases are thus tested in South Vietnam.
Each weapon of destruction or extermination is
carefully studied after use and given the' desired
improvements by technicians. The big. bombs released
by 13.52's destroy dwellings but don't hit uO:derground
sheltered inhabitants. Napalm can't reach provisions
cached in the earth. That's no. problem !41!llerican
factories immediately turn out explos(v'eand napalm
bO!p.bsthat only explode after having gon-e deep into
the ground.
'Particul!,rly significant is the example of ftagmeJitation bombs .. In .'1965, they were small,containers
. p~ovided with amidl Wings, weighing 800 grammes
each.; inside were pacl<ed several hundred .smallsteel
b~lis wJ:!ic,h tlJ,eexplosionwould project witl,1.i~ ~
radius ot 25 metres, thus riddling. t~e yictims\Vl,th a
rp,ultitudeofsteel grains, whi~hnw9;e .all.jiu~gica:l
,,<;seue impossible. In 196.6, .these b01Ilb'$.\1ave been
improved in such a way as to eontllin'the:lame;q.uan,titYQf'fragment~ wiihina,.smaller spaqe .(40(),g,\;a..nd
a,diSPCjlllser~bomb;'consists of. as manYi as 300 btthem,
Mlitcan.proj ect tE!llS o£ tho.us.ands of; small fragro..ents
O!lei! an, ar.ea@f6,OOO square :me.tres.'Whosesma~1
,,~@,ml!is :Jlvepe(feotly harmleSS. ,to, military wOr~s;.'bu1;.
. iWhetF droppeg ,orl .Irylllage,"a: rtlaxket;:plac$,Q1:'Q;'
sdhoo1,: ~!'iey; ca1lrsea 1(;)110.£ casualtieS.'J1hus t!'iey:<Qv¢ '.
egpf)4laib"cmeatit to ·killciv~lia1'ls: '·Chilcl'l!~t{'~ni,Ost'"

'fte<l.tr$fttl.y~l~'H'vi6tiins ti5'theseLfi8:gmeIita'1ii(jftti6ll'\1)~\

'. ~6.

Every passing day therefore witnesses the atrociousness of the U.S. war grow for every day the U.S.
command tests a new weapon in Vietnam. Le Figaro
wrote on April 25, 1965:
"Vietnam has become the testing ground of all
inventions made by military engineers. The aim is
to test on a living target those iriventionswhich may
be utilized later in other operation theatres."
The Japanese paper Asahi and the Indian jourral
Pcitriotelnphasized that the Americans were using
an Asian nation as a "Guinea-pig'" for their' war
ell:periments. The Niirnberg Tribunal most sternly
condemned ell:pei-imentation of, weapons on human
beings.

IV. CRIMES AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM
.On August 5, 1964, aircraft from the Seventh Fleet
.bombed a series of coastal localities of the Democ'r~tic R~public of Vietnam; since February 7,1965,
air raids have become just daily occurrences, on a
daily widening scale. The U.S. rulers keep on ~aying:
Accept our peace offer and we'll stop bombing you.
What would mean peace in such conditions for the.
Vietnamese people if not a mere capitulation?
To soothe down world opiniqn l;'resident Johnson
in his April 7, 1965 Baltimore speech affirmed that
thel1'nited States had no desire at·all. to devastate
what the. North Vietnam people had built with toil
and at the cost of many sacrifices.
What is the truth in it ?
U.S. aircraft have attacked the following cities and
provincial capitals: Vinhlinh, Donghoi, Hatinh, 'Vinh i
Th,mhhoa, Narndinh: Phuly, Sonia, Yenbai, Thainguyen, the coal-producing toWns of Hatu, l!anga!,
. Uoiigbi; aanoi and Haiphong not having been spared;
. this;no1; to count, innumerable villages burnt o.r
.' razed to the ground. Take for example Nguthuy
. village of Quan~binh province .. On. July 15,'196.6 it
.. was showered With hap"lm, while those inhabital'lts'

who were rushing out of the village were the targets
of a 20 mm gUl'fire from the raiding aircraft.
Thousands of fragmentation bombs were released
upon the village.
U.S. aircraft fiercely attack hospitals and schools
of which the red-tiled. and new-walled buildings are
easily discernable in the midst of the vegetation and
thatched houses. All the. provincial' and district
hospitals of Vinhlinh, Quangbinh, Hatinh, 'N ghean
and Thanhhoa provinces have been destroyed. In
particular, the' Quynhlap leper sanatorium where
2,600 lepers were being treated was bombed for ten
days runnillg in June. 1965. Hs 160 buildings were
. destroyed, '139 lepers and medical staff members were
killed, many others wounded.
.
In North Vietnam, the U.S. Air Force has so far
destroye? : .
....,. 296 schools,
-:-. 80 hospitals, health stations and maternity
. h01,lses, , ,
. -:- .80 phurches and.30 pagodas.
A . particularly barbarous practice is to strafe,
flsIling boats along the . sea-shore to prevent·the
inhabitants of North Vietnam coast earning. their
living. .
' .
'. ' .
• 'rhe U,s. leaders". will of destruction .was most
obvious when they ordered.the bombing of dams' and
dikes in. the Democratic Rspublic of Vietnam. AS.is
known. to everyone, the disastrous floods of the Had·
river and other waterways, have m£de necessary.the '
blliJding and maintenance of a network of over. two
thousand' kilometres of· dikes, The break of these
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dikes in flood tim'e would entail the inundatioh of
whole provinces, destruction of all crops, and famin\!,
Besides, in the dry season, a prolonged drought would
also bring about crop failure, hence the necessity of
dams and water' reservoirs. All these water-conservancy works are llchieved at the cost of enormous'
efforts by the people. U.S. aircr!jft have launched
hundreds of attacks against dams and' dikes,
particularly
- the Langa, Camly, Baithuong, Doluong and
Thacba dams;
. -many points on the dikes of the La, Ma, Lam,'
Day and Red rivers. The Nhatt!ln dike pr9fecting the
Northern outskirt of Hanoi was attacked on August
13, 1966.

It was due to the solidity of the dikes which the
Government and people of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam had been main~aining with particular
carEdor the last twelve years, and it was due to the
. means put into operation that no catastrophes ,occur"
red despite the above-mentioned attacks during the
1966 rainy season.'
By attacking factories,dikes" dams, s¢j~ools,' and.
hospitals-of the Democratic Repflblic 0.£ Vietnam, the
U.S. command intends both to intimidate the Vietltramese, people" and to. destroy their quick works,.
checklngtheir progress 'to a better Juture; And .d!iY
by,d'aYj.the same threat is reiterated by Washingtoll:
-shall cease the bombings only If you accept to

we.

~,ake':':'.pegce't.

', •. *

go

..1;

'the 1~54 denevaAgreemenis Qn Vietnam lorma\!y
recognize the' independence; sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity of Vietnam, prohibit all foreign
interference in Vietnam's internal affairs, all introduction of foreign troops and military personnel, all
construction of foreign military bases in Vietnam ...
At the 1954 Geneva Conference, the U.S. Government
undertook to respect the said agreements. But it has
been violating them ceaselessly and brutally.
International accords, from the 1868 Saint-Petersburg Declaration, the 1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions and the 1949 Geneva Convention and numerous
resolutions of the League of Nations prohibit attacks,
in case of war, against civilians, cultural. works,.
hospitals, schools, churches, undefended cities, villages
and works; they prohibit the use of means of
mass destruction and mass extermination. The 1922
Washington Treaty and the 1925 Geneva Protocol
prohibit the' use of toxic chemicals and means' of
bacteriological warfare, combat gases, and a resolu -'
tion of the League of N atiorisin 1932 prohibits the
use of all gases and poisons, even teal' gas. In 1943,
Ptesident . Roos.evelt solemnly declare'd that the
United States would not be the first to use gases. .
. After World War II, the'. Hitlerite crimes stirred up
sucll a feeling of horror that world opinion urgel:l the
trialof the culprits, and the Niirnberg International
TrIbunal gave °a clear'definition of war crimes and
crimes against humanity. The NiirnbergTribunal
particulp,rly insisted upon the responsibility of the
State . leaders who had till then escaped from all
jUrisdiction.
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All these internation"lconventions have been
flagrantly and cynically violated by the U.S" Govern- .
,ment in its' war o~ aggreSSion in Vietnam. It has been
w"ging a, rut\11ess war. on a sIllall cO,lintry, resorting
to most vari~d and,ferocious means, which it s"eks
to improve day by daY,with ,the ulterior motive to
use them later elsewhere. World opinion has begun
to be aw.are of these crimes an.d to be Concerned about
them, and a fraction of American opinion has begun
tobe anxious. ,
,
'
For the ViEitnam confli~t is one b,etween U,S.imperialismand a nation .flghting for its independence and
freedom, it is part of the big movement of national
liberation now sweeping all .the continents. Washing~
to.n. make~no bones that the w'e!)pons and method~
testeq fri..Vietnam will b,eused lnother countries.
There is nc:> ,one who. does npt. feel ·concerned. It is
no, el'~ggeratio;" to say that the fate.of ASilln, Afriq~n
and Latin Ameri.can peoples is' at stake in Vietnam.
A'. ~t~m, and universal' C;ondemn~ti9n of American
CriIlles becom~s as imperative as the Niirnberg trial
oft!)e Nazi leaders. . . '
.,
"
.·The. mamt.esponsiblesmust :be.ll)~ntionedby
name; ·U.S,Presid'!!)lt LYndon B.. Jphns<in, .DefenM
,Secl(,et!)ry ,McN ~miU'a, Dea!l Rusk,..responsible ~or
1)':S: f()r,ei~p.pplicy,., aJ:d We~tlncireIand" Conunander in~Ciii~fo(T,J.s.·forcesin Vietnam.
" .. '. '.
rh~i !/1ustb~trie(land.condemned, .together with
theirclose,col1"borat~rs, '
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